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BEFORE THE INDIANA GAMING COMMISSION

Thursday, April 27, 1995, 8:20 a.m.

The Ogle Haus Inn, Vevay, Indiana
CHAIRMAN ALAN ﬁINEMBN: We'll go straight into
the public portion. Before we get started, as
you probably all know, the Commission had made it
a practice to come to the areas and to view the
sites where we are anticipating granting licenses
and we're very, very happy to be down here in the
southeastern corner of Indiana and to meet all of
you and to give you an opportunity to address
this commission. When we first started, it would
have been very easy to sit in Indianapolis the
whole time and have people come to us, but we
thought it was important to make these trips and
we have in every instance gone out tec the areas
and had public comment concerning our activities
and the applicants and also to view the sjites.

It gives this Commission a much better grasp of
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the problems and the things that need to be done
if we come out to these areas, so it is not
convenient, basically, to come, but we think it's
important and that's why we're here. It's very
exciting, the amount of public activity and
participation that has been shown in this area of
the state and we certainly appreciate it. We
have, as you probably know from viewing our list,
which is posted outside the room, we really have
quite a massive 1list of people who wish to
address this Commission and we intend to hear
everyone; however, as indicated on our
information sheet, we have asked that those
people who address the Commission limit their
comments to five minutes. Now, the Commissioners
from time to time have guestions of one or more
of the presenters and that will not detract from
the five minutes that you have to talk. That
will be in addition to the five minutes. in
other words, we're not going to start asking
guestions and ruin your whole presentation. So
We will have a system which is just being devised
now. Since we don't have a trap door to spring

when people extend their time, we have developed
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a system where we have a couple of colors., BAfter
you've gone four minutes, you will be shown a
vellow card, which would mean it's time to start
to the conclusion area and then final, I say, and
then we have the red for the stop. So, uh, we
don't expect anyone to stop in the middle of a
word, but we do try, hopefully, to adhere to our
séhedule 50 it will enable us to hear everyone
and it will enable us not to wear out completely
with the list that we've got to go. S0, with
those few ground rulez, we're ready to commence
and I think Mike Jones wishes to address the
Commission first.
MIKE JONES: My name is Mike Jones, 501 Hill
Road, Florence, Indiana. I am President of the Switzerland
County Council. and Chairman Kineman, Members of the
Indiana Gaming Commission, Executive Director and staff,
members of the press, gaming applicants and neighbors from
Dearborn and OQOhio Counties, on behalf of the people of
Switzerland County, I wish to welcome you to the Town of
Vevay and to Switzerland County.
We in Southeastern Indiana have eagerly awaited
this first day of hearings and welcome our opportunity to
appear before the Gaming Commission. We sincerely hope

that each of you will enjoy your visit tb Switzerland
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County and that vou will truly experience firsthand a taste
of Southern Indiana hospitality. Thank you and welcome.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank vyou. The first item on

our agenda 1s the Switzerland Coalition on

Riverboat Excellency - - Excellence, which is

SCORE, and they had a number of people and they

reguegted that they be combined for a forty-five

minute presentation. We are, I gquess, going to

hear now from the, uh - - the first one listed

on my list is Anita Danner on tourism. If the

order 1s not correct, vou can Jjust start right

off and - -~

(Laughter)

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: You don't look like Anita

Danner,

THOMAS CONROY: Thomas Conroy, 14 Swiss Avenue,
Vevay, Indiana. 1In front of you, there is a booklet that
we had printed up that you could feollow through here and
take some notes, if you wish.

On behalf of the Switzerland Coalition on
Riverboat Excellence, we would 1like to welcome the
Commission and staff to historic Switzerland County for
today's riverboat gaming hearings. SCORE also extends it's
welcome to our neighbors in Ohio and Dearborn Counties and

looks forward to participating in what will surely be a
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very informative and productive set of hearings.

We now have a short video to kind of introduce
you to Switzerland and Switzerland County and Vevay.

(A video was shown)

THOMAS CONROY: When the State Legislature first
passed the bill allowing riverboat gaming, I was on the
Vevay Town Council. I immediately called the S8tate House
for a copy of the statute. The new legislation did not
take into consideration that 8Switzerland County did not
have a city, much less a city on the Qhic River. We also
ran into several other small problems that needed to be
addressed., We hired an attorney and went to work at once.

Evervone we turned to said that we did not have
a chante. The most encouraging thing that we were told was
that switzerland County was a long shot.

Well, that was two years ago and here we are
today at the public hearings in Switzerland County with a
top notch company, Pinnacle; James Forbes, a top notch
manager, an excellent site, plenty of room to cruise in
Ohio - - in Indiana waters in the Ohio River, and a group
of citizens who ran see this through so that the operation
will make money for the state, 8witzerland county, and,
through revenus sharing, the seven surrounding counties.

And now, onto our first speaker.

AMIT2 DANMNER: Good morning and welcome to
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Southern Indiana and the warm hospitality of the Ohio
River,. I'm Anita Danner, number 6 Riverview, Vevay,
Indiana.

My husband, Mike, and I own and operate the
oldest continually operating business on the criginal site
in the State of Indiana. It dates back to 1837. Only
occasionally do we feel like that we've been there that
long. It was the original store referred to in the video.
It is the U.P. Shank Store. So Vevay has longevity, Vevay
has stability and Vevay has people that believe in Vevay,
Switzerland County.

In addition to being creative retailers, I am
also on the Tourism Commission. Now, that's the
Recreation, Convention and Tourism Commission, but we call
it the Tourism Commission. Later on this morning, you're
going to hear from Prestine Chapman, who is the Executive
Director of our Welcome Center. She's going to give you
specifics as to what this commission has done since it was
formed three yvyears ago. I'm not going to give you handouts
or specifics, but she will, so there's more to come about
tourism.

The reason why the Tourism Commission was founded
three years ago was that we did not want teo wait in
Switzerland County for somebody to do something for us. We

saWw a need and we wanted to take care of ourselves as
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gquickly as we could.

The Tourism Commission gets its revenue from
overnight guests here at the 0Ogle Haus, s0 you contributed
last night. We also get revenue from a Bed & Breakfast
that's in operation and there will be a new Bed & Breakfast
opening up this summer, so there's more revenue being
generated all the time. And you will also find how busy
the Ogle Haus 1is. S50 we do have money to spend. That
money is turned around to tell others about Indiana's best
kept secret, which is Vevay, Switzerland County.

We invite people to come here to rest, to
recreate, just to enjoy. We have very few heart attacks
here, so it's a wonderful place. You probably nred to come
back here after you've finished your Jjob on this
Commission, because we could do alot for you.

The Commission has advertised in Kentucky,
Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, and our visitor's log attests teo
the fact that people do c¢ome with us. There was a bus that
just pulled up behind you - you didn't see that - but
there was a bus tour from Chicago that spend the night here
last night and was in Switzerland County. S0 we are
drawing people here. We can accomodate them, There are
lots of things for them to do and they go away very happy,
which is a good thing that we want to share with other

people, that Indiana is a wonderful place to be,
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80 what I've said to you so far is that our
Tourism Commission is very active, it's doing things. We
are helping ourselves to help the merchants in Vevay,
Switzerland County, to generate some of our own finances.

The other thing that I want to talk about is when
the boat comes, what happens with the Tourism Commission.
Well, first of all, we would generate more money to do more
things for Vevay, Switzerland County, because we would get
revenue from each person that goes upon the boat. We will
have a welcome center at the boat landing, so that we can
come in contact with each nof the - - uh, person that gets
on the boat or gets off the boat. We will be providing
shuttle services, so that they ¢an come into Vevay and shop
at the local merchants. There will be bus tours, so that
you could go out in the county and tour things, like round
barns. How many of you have seen a round barn? How many
of you have seen a hay press? all of those things are
available here. Maybe some of you don't want to know about
that. Well, you don't have to go, but it's available.

But it's not just - - We don't want people just
to come to Vevay, Switzerland County, and thirk that all
there is to do is to get on a boat. We want them to do
that, but there’'s lots of other things, too. And that's
the Jjob of the Tourism Commission to provide family

recreation or even senior citizen recreation, too, so that
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they enjoy themselves and they want to come back.

That also leads me to part of my discussion 1is,
what if the boat leaves? There’s no guarantee that these
things are going to last forever, 8o what happens if they
leave? Well, we still have a very active, forceful tourism

committee, who will continue to talk to others about Vevay,

Switzerland County. We will continue to invite people
here. We will also have revenue put back from the time
that the boat was here,. 8o I see no problem with the

Tourism Commission now, when the boat comes, and if the
boat should leave.

I thank you for your time, I thank you for your
patience. And I know that you are going to have some extra
time today and tomorrow. I expect to see you on the
streets of Vevay shopping and we would gladly take care of
you. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Excuse us. Mrs. Danner, I

think we have a guestion.

QUESTION BY JACK THAR: I just have one. The

commission that you're with, is that Vevay or the

county?

MRS. DANNER: 1It's the Recreation, Convention and

Tourism Bureau of Switzerland County.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Any other gquestions? Thank

you.
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JOHN JOHNSON: Good morning and welcome to Vevay.
I'm John Johnson, I'm Sheriff of Switzerland County.
Prior to being Sheriff, I served twenty-one years with the
Indiana State Police, a career that was all served here in
Switzerland County.

I'm originally from Bartholomew County, which is
a flat, farming area. I came here; the hills, the river,
it all intrigued me, I loved it and I stayed. I made my
home here.

The twenty-one years that I stayed with the State
Police here, I saw pre- and post-1978, which was when the
bridge was built, in 1978. Prior to 1978, the population
of this c¢ounty was somewhere around fifty-five hundred
people. The traffic was sparse. I had a hard time getting
my activity that I was required to get. (Laughter)
However, I stayed here, I tried to do the best I could - -
{Laughter)

CHAIRMBAN KIMNEMAN: We've all met alot of people

who were trying to do the best they could.

{Laughter)

JOHN JOHNSON: I1've also seen - - I've also
seen the economies of this county change since the bridge.
The bridge has brought alot to us and we have gotten to go
to alot of other things that the bridge openad up to us.

We have two hundred and twenty-one square miles






10
11
12
13
14

15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

in this county and every bit of it I've been over many
times in that twenty-one years,

I've also seen the need for extra police. 1I've
seen the need for extra law enforcement. I've seen the
need develop since the bridge and, especially in the last
three to five years, the influx of people.

I want to talk to you a little bit about the
preparedness that we have, a plan on paper, The three
basic services that government should provide to their
citizens is fire, EMS service, and police.

The EMS service, I've seen in twenty-one years,
go from a 1957 Cadillac station wagon, that when they'd
arrive on the scene of an accident, throw them on a
stretcher, slam them in the back of it, and haul them off
to the hospital. I've seen the EMS come from that to the
equipment they have now, the training they have now, the
EMT's, paramedics.

I've seen the fire departments go from old
pumpers, old egquipment, to, I think there are five now in
the county and three new fire departments that have been
built in the last few years.

T"he preparedness program that I've got includes
a mutual aid program that will include the surrounding
counties, Chio County, Ripley County and Jefferson County,

also from across the river, Carroll County and Gallatin
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Several vears back, we had a brush fire in this
county that some may recall - we made the Indianapolis
Star on this one - burnt about a thousand acres of this

county. We had fire departments come into this county from
Carrollton, Kentucky, Warsaw, as far north as Batesville,
Lawrenceburg, Jefferson County. There were many, many
people that came in here to co-op to fight this fire. This
is the type of thing, should an emergency occur, that we
will have a plan and we will be prepared for that.

The profeszssional development that I am going to
require from my people is, of course I'm going to have to
have additional people. That's going to be regquired.
There's no way around that, because of the population
growth, because of the tourists that are going to be coming
here, the increased traffic. We're going to have to have
alot of training to respond to calls,. Speaking of the
training, I'm requiring my people to have some of the best
training that they can possibly get. Even the volunteers,
the reserve deputies that I have, I'm requiring them to
take certain training before I allow them to work.

I have this plan on paper. I've got this plan
for the personnel, I have a plan for the equipment, I have
the plans for the procedures and the regulations to go

along with this. 'There will be a control.
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Ladies and gentlemen of the Commission, we are
ready, on paper, as you will see at your meeting the 15th
of May, I believe, you will be getting a copy of this. We
are ready to implement any action necessary for any growth
situation, should it be industrial, recreational, or
tourism. Ladies and gentlemen, I submit to you that we in
Switzerland County are prepared, Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you, Sheriff, BAny

questions? Good morning.

HANK McLAIN: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, Members
of the Commission. Hank Mc¢Lain, 306 West Market Street,
Vevay, Indiana. I'm President of the Vevay Historic Review
Board.

In Easter of 1986, my wife, Barbara, and I made
our first trip to Vevay. We were taking one of those long
weekend vacations to Southern Indiéna from our home in
Anderson. While slowly driving down Market Street and
admiring the houses, I spotted a guy carrying a ladder.
That's always too good for an old house person to pass, so
I stopped and asked one of those guestions that opens
things up. We ended up touring three fantastic houses, all
in need of care.

Well, again on Easter, back in 1692, Rarbara and
I were staying here at the Ogle Haus, another one of those

long weekends, While again going down Market Street, we
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spotted a sign in a window, Historic House For Sale, It
was the home that we'd been so smitten by back on that
other Easter in 1986. Fate or whatever drove us and on
June 19th we signed the final papers for the house at 306
and it's neighbor, 304, a package deal. We now had two
houses with years of neglect, but all the extrinsie and
intrinsic values that any preservationist could ever want.

Why did we choose Vevay? Location. A wonderful
setting on the river bypassed by urban renewal. A gquick
trip across the bridge at Markland, we're an hour from
Cincinnati, an hour from Louisville, two hours from
Lexington, or back here, if I go north, I'm two hours from
Indianapolis. The symphony, the operas, the theater, the
fine restaurants, book stores, all the amenities of a large
urban area without the problems.

WHe're really lucky in Vevay, in that we have the
things that preservation tourism touts - - a place of
tranguility, a place tg escape the ordinary, a slower paced
lifestyle. 1 feel as if I live at the summit and have the
world at my feet here., Vevay is a natural treasure in a
benign setting.

According to the Switzerland County report of the
Indiana Historic¢ Sites and Structures Inventory, Vevay has
aover three hundred structures that were built prior to

1900. Recognizing that preservation is an effective tool
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for managing growth, for revitalizing towns, to help
maintain community character and to foster local pride, a
group of the people on Market Street, working with other
residents of Vevay, bhegan discussions with the Town Board
about historic preservation in Vevay, After public
meetings and working with the Historic¢ Landmarks of
Indiana, the Vevay Town Board ©passed a  historic
preservation ordinance. We've been working, recognizing
3ites since that time, and under the historic - - or the -
- pardon me - - under the Vevay Historic Review Board.

In the past few years, a third of the houses on
Market Street have undergone extensive renovation. We, at
present, have a large 1881 Italianate overlooking the river
that will have an adaptive reuse, opening this year as a B
& B, even as restoration continues.

John Ruskin, the nineteenth c¢entury English
artist-writer-critic, wrote: Great nations write their
autobiographies in three manuscripts, the book of their
deeds, the book of their words, and the hnok of their art.
Not one of these books can be understood unless we read the
two others. But of the three, the only trustworthy one is
the last.

Preservation helps us not only to remember what
we were, it  helps wus to understand who we are.

Preservation really means we hang onto something because
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a prast that we need to remember.

In Vevay, we need not only to remember the town,
but the river. It links us to our past. It brought us our
past and now the river can help bring us our future. Thank
you,

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

QUESTION BY ANN BOCHNOWSKI: I do have a

gquestion,

MR. McLAIN: Yeah?

MS. BOCHNOWSKI: Since you're so - - you seem to

enjoy the fact that this has been - - this town

has been bhypassed by development, deesn’'t it
concern you abount what a riverboat operation
would do to the town?

MR. McLAIN: No. Why? I'm a realist. We have

beautiful homes, we have buildings. They have to

be more, though, than just something to look at.

Adaptive reuse, such as with this large

Italianate, turning it into a B & B, and, of

course, the Danner's store, which has operated

since 1836, some things will change, some things
will stay the same,.

QUESTION BY ROBERT SUNDWICK: Iz, uh - - Are

you going to be involved with the - - if a boat
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came to Vevay, would you be involved, as a
society or an organization, making sure that they
meet specific historic standards?
MR. McLAIN: Anything that has historic values,
yes, we certainly will.
ROBERT SUNDWICK: You certainly don't want big
neon signs at hoth ends of your town?
MR. McLAIN: No, we don't want big neon signs at
the ends of the town.
ROBERT SUNDWICK: Are you going to bhe able to
control that?
MR. McLAIN: Uh, as you'll hear later on, there
is a county-wide zoning that's taking place.
Now, within the historic districts, obviously,
under an ordinance you can control it. Outside
of that, though, that should be controlled then
hy the county wide zoning. See, we have county
wide zoning which will also include Vevay and
Patriot, and one of the later speakers, Mr.
Brammer, will address that.
ROBERT SUNDWICK: Okay, thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Anything else? Thank you.
MR. McLBIN: Thank you.

CHARLES OVERBEY: Charles Overbey, 317 Ferry

Street, Vevay. I serve as Executive Vice-president of the
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In my remarks this morning, I will talk about the
devel opment activities that have occurred in this community
and how this experience has helped prepare us for the
possibility of riverboat gaming.

In the last fifteen years, an effective, public -
private partnership has made a gsizeable investment in
Switzerland County's future. This investment program has
been designed to help create jobs and expand the tax base.
But more importantly, it has given the citizens of Vevay
and Switzerland County a renewed faith, a source of pride
and a very positive attitude. I hopes to convey to you
today that the citizens of this c¢ommunity have the
experience, the capacity and the desire to help support the
development and ongoing operation of a first c¢lass
riverboat project such as that proposed by Pinnacle Gaming
Devel opment Corporation,

Our community was greatly benefited when native
son and philanthreopist Paul 0©Ogle decided to share his
wealth to help his hometown in an effort to strengthen and
diversify its local ecomony. Mr. Ogle, along with local
civie leaders, created Vevay - Switzerland County
Foundation, a non-profit, charitabhle purpose corganization
with a clear and focused mission, to preserve, create and

promeote our architectural heritage, te aid 1in the
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continuing improvements of the community for its citizens

and teo assist local government and it's agencies in a way
that would lessen the burden of government upon its
citizens.

The foundation, created in 1979, with a local
board of directors, became a catalyst for community change
while serving as a conduit for Mr. Ogle's generous giving.
The vision he created for his hometown helped energize the
community. They responded with the same hard work,
cooperation and determination that our Swiss forefathers
exhibited in our early development.

The foundation, in partnership with local
government and the community, embarked on a long term
development strategy with tourism as it's centerpiece.
This strategy was selected because of the beauty of the
hills and the river, our cultural heritage, rich history
and abundant architecture, and the ever important proximity
to urban markets, all within an easy commute.

In the early eighties, a series of projects were
planned and implemented by the community. A downtown

revitalization program provided new sidewalks, trees and

streetlights. This was followed by a building £acade
improvement program where wvirtually every downtown building

received some restoration assistance.

In the mid-eighties, the foundation provided a
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capital construction grant program to several local

organizations. Funds were given to local fire departments,

emergency medical services, county churches, our two

incorporated towns, as well as others.

By 1985, our initial development efforts were
complete, but it was during this time that discussions with
travel and tourist experts indicated a real need for a
hotel or a motel tno help support those develcopment efforts.
With the exception of local bed and breakfast inns, our
county had no hotel or motel. Mr. 0Ogle, never being
daunted by details, decided that if a hotel was what his
community needed to carry forth it's wvision, a hotel it
would have. Today the 0gle Haus Inn serves as this
community's crown jewel, providing excellent accomodations
and ammenities for thousands of tourists and visitors. The
Ogle Haus Inn is the first contact that many newcomers and
visitors have with our community and we believe that it
leaves them with a favorable impression that encourages
repeat visits. The Ogle Haus Inn has also helped encourage
the development of other shops, restaurants and
attractions. Altogether, this development has become an

important source of new jobs and also helping to expand our

tax base.

More recently, and in the past four yYears, a

series of commuanity projects have been developed and
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implemented to improve our nuality of life. These major
projects include the Vevay and Markland Dam Riverfront
Parks, a new publiec library, c¢onrthouse restoration, an
adaptive reuse of the old Carnegie GLibrary into the new
Town Hall, five water and sewer projects throughout the
county and a new riverfront subdivision that's nearing
completion.

In the conclusion, I believe that we have been
preparing for this ocpportunity for some fifteen years. We
gimply did not know that it might come in the form of
riverbhoat gaming. An article in your packet from the
Indiana Department of Commerce profiled our efforts three
Yy&Ars 8go. In that puhlication they stated: the
determination, hard work and cooperation of this community
should bring Vevay out of the rough, in time., and turn it
into Indiana's - - one of Indiana's tourism hotbeds, for
there is a sense of contagious ex¢itement in this charming
community that can only foster significant accomplishments.,
We agree with that assessment. awarding Switzerland
County a license would certainly be a stroke of goodluck
for us, buft there is a saving that luck comes to those who
prepare for 1it. Mr. Commissioner - - Mr. Chairman,
Commisgsioners, I believe that Vevay and Switzerland County
are prepared and the citizens of this community will do all

to endeavor that if vou should award us a license that it
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CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

ROSE HARRERT: Rnse Harbert, 33 Tague Road,
Vevay, Switzerland County, USA. Good morning.

My hushand and I own and operate two businesses
here in Vevay. (Micropheone fell) I guess I got your
attention. (Laughter)

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: We do have a, uh - -

MS., HARBERT: fTechnical problem here. I won't
touch it.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: You want to come up and check

it? We'll, uh

MS. HARRERT: Again, good morning. One of the
most diffiecult things I think T've ever had to do is to put
into werds the love and the pride I feel for Switzerland
County and to say it in a span of four minutes. It has
often been said Switzerland County is Indiana's best-kept
secret,

I would like to share with you this morning how
Bill and 1 discovered Switzerland County and how we became
part of the business c¢ommunity and my hopes for our
county's future.

Thirty years ago, before I met Bill, he and
several fishing buddies came to Switzerland County after

reading in Field and Stream magazine ahout the great
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matfishing at Markland Dam. The next few yearz they made
many trips - - weekend trips here to boat and fish the
Ohio River.

My first trip to Vevay was in 1970 for the Swiss
Wine Festival, along with a hundred thousand oth=r people.
At the time, S8witzerland County's only mode across the - -
transportation across the Ohin River was by ferrvyboat., One
was upriver above Florence - - above the dam at Florence,
and the other one here in Vevay.

At the time Bill and I married in 1972, we
resided in Fountain County. It's located seventy miles
west of Indianapolis on Interstate 74. Later that summer
we established a weekend residence here in Switzerland
County. For years, both summer and winter, we spent every
available weekend here. We travelled from the banks of the
Wabhash to the banks of the 0Ohio, one hundred and eighty-
five miles one way. We always looked forwyard te our trips
to VYevay on Fridays and always dreaded the trip home on
Sunday evening. We were never ready for the weekend to
finish.

By 1985, we owned and operated three business in
Fountain County and in February of that year we opened our
fourth business here in Vevay. Although there were
seventeen empty buildings in Vevay's business district at

the time, we felt very positive about it's future.
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Far over two years we commuted weekly hetween our
businesses. Those two years changed the course of our
lives. During that times, we so0ld our husinesses and our
home in Fountain County, bhuilt a new house, and in October
1988 we made Switzerland County our home.

fix years ago this month, I opened our second
business here in Vevay, a candy and gift shop. Over the
vears, each of our businesses have relocated to larger
locations here in town. The growth in my business is
attributed directly to the growth in tourism. The tourist
dollar accounts for nover fifty percent of my business. I
invite vizsitors in my store to sign a registry and it's
quite interesting where they're from. I1've had visitors
from Australia, England, Switzerland, BScotland, Germany,
Jaran and all states across the United States, from east
¢nast to west,

Over the last thirty years, we have seen
tremendous changes and progress in Switzerland County. To
mention a few, the building of the bridge over Markland
Dam, giving us access to Interstate 71 =nd making
Cincinnati and TLouisville nextdoor neighbors; the
construction of our beautiful 0Ogle Haus 1Inn; the
development of year round tourism; witnessing the growth
of the business community, with Vevay's newest business

opening it’'s doors tomorroew; and last, but not least, the
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opportunity for riverboat gaming.

The last two years, by far, have been the most
interesting and exciting. Riverboat gaming will provide
great growth potential for the entire business community of
Switzerland County.

Mr. Forbes and his associates have attended

numerous meetings with local business owners. From the

beginning, Pinnacle Gaming wss willing to share with us

their plans for this unique project. James welcomed our
many, many questions and he listened to our - - and most
importantly, they listened to our ideas and our
suggestions.

I feel Pinnacle will be a tremendous asset to
Switzerland County's husiness community. A riverbhoat in
Switzerland County will provide needed empl oyment
opportunitiass, A riverbhoat - - The addition of a
riverboat will make Switzerland County a premier tourist
destination. A riverboat will c¢reate the demand for new
businesses and services to meet the many needs of our
tourists and residents alike. Instead of seventeen empty
Eusinesses, which we once had, there will be seventeen new
businesses, The day vyou «narant Switrerland County a
riverboat license, it c¢an be said, once uypon a time
Switzerland County was Indiana's best-kept serret. Thank

you.
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CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank vou.

JOHN KEETOM: My name is John Keeton. I'm the
President of the Chamber of Commerce here in Switzerland
County. I live at 686 Highway 129 with a Vevay address.
and thanks for this opportunity.

Switzerland County is unique from the land
terrain standpoint, the people and the rural attitudes.
The ¢onsideration for applyving fer and the potential
attraction of a gaming koat has truly chall=nged this
county and it's leadership. Rural communities consistently
lack the wide range of individuals that will serve, be
invelved, visicnary and that are willing to step forward
and provide ithe necessary commitment to serve it's local
organizations. The number of individuals that have been
mobilized into committee work and involved with the gaming
issues have been surprisingly large. A leadership two
thousand program, a five day —omeprehensive pragram with
speakers and interaction, saw fourteen Switzerland County
individuals involved and completing the training. They
paid two-thirds of the cost and now have the toocls to help
with supplying needed leadership.

The infrastructure of this county of this county
has been neglected for years. Improvement 1in roads,
gewers, gas lines, schools, public¢ 1library and the

courthouse are only a few that our committees are presently
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working and attzcking with vigor. The county has lots to
offer to a ogrowing tourist industry and the added ijobs
would be received with grezt enthusiasm to the local
public, This county cannot and will not go back to the
attitudes of the past number of yeara. Whether this vote
comes to our party or not, this county has changed it's
complexion for the future.

Switzerland County has a great work ethi¢ coming
from a very rirch heritage. On a given day vou may see Dals
Andrews with his team of Belgian horses plowing tobacco,
the Gerrard families with their Bmish buggies on Highway
129, or Brure Hutcherson's thirty foot head combine, You
know that it's a rural community and the friendliness by
the number of people that show up for funerals. The number
of part-time farmers that daily give of their working time
are truly examples of a long history of working values.

This county regalizes that the potential strength
and weaknesses of a gaming boat and the created jobs, the
leadership is committed to foeusing on leong term and long
range planning procezss. I have heard leaders express short
and long term goals for continuing before, during and after
the hoat. This chamber will continue to encompass the
entire comminity and it's needs. The blunt recognition of
what this geographical area has to offer is one result of

the discussion and dialogue that's taken place for the past
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two years. Tha negative attitudes that have prevailed for
a long time, that nothing will ever happen to Switzerland
County or Vevay, 1s in the process of change. Many
individuals are convinced that we can decide our future and
destiny.

I have visited with the President of the Dearborn
County Chamber and 0Ohio County Business and Professional
Crganization teo plan an after-boat party to bring these
three communitieg back inte a friendly and cooperative
spirit. Southeastern Indiana must realize our strengths
and market these in the spirit of frienship and vision inte
the twenty-first century. This county has strengthened
it's attitudes and resources, never to return, and these
committed citizens are facing the future.

I'mon a national committee that is oroanizing in
1997, we're aoing to have three thousand people at a
national convention in Cincinnati, Ohio. It's a three
state initiative that we will have people from that coming
to Bwitzerland County.

The one thing that I have on my little name tag
that I think very much represents Switzerland County, it
saye Mission Possible, Uniqueness with Unity. Thank you.

CHATRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. SCORE 1= sort of

running out of time here. Uh, is there somebody

who we could talk to about, uh - - You have
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about five, six minutes total left out of the
forty-five. We don't want to miss any of your
important presenters, but how much moere time do
you think you need over and above your forty-
five?

THOMAS CONROY: Twelve or fifteen minutes.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: o¢Okay. Well, in other words,
you would run about twenty minutes more from
right now?

THOMAS CONROY: Yes.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay. Well, uwh, is that
alright with the Commission?

(Commission memhers indicated agreement to the
additional twenty minutes)

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay. Well, why den't you go
ahead and try to - - Yeah, well, see, we'll
back everyhody uvp if we don't, so the twenty
minutes, I think, can work out, hut if you'd make
sure that we live hy that, sc that would put us
at about nine-thirty or a little past.

THOMAS CONROY: Then we'll go for twenty more

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay.

DON RICHARDSON: Okay. Good morning., My name is

Don Richardson. I am the Executive Director of a not-for-
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profit organization named River Valley Resonrceg angd 1711
try to skip over the, uh, fluff and take this right to the
heart of it,

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: That's what we want.

DON RICHARDSON: Yeah. Here in 8witzerland
County and ten other counties which make up Southeastern
Indiana, I manage a number of employee training programs,
including the Job Training Partnership Act and
{indiscernibhle), better known as the Employment Service.
I work with an organization named River Valley Resources
headguartered in Madison, and, in fact, the services we
provide are anplicable to all three of the communities who
are gning to be anpearing bhefore you here today. So
politiecally and honestly, I have to say that I'm speaking
in behalf of everybody. I do have a kind of a special
feeling for Switzerland County, having years of good
support and having witnessed what these people in this
county ¢an do, how they can ¢all upon their resources and
pull things tongether and make things happen, and what I'm
skipping here are some of the examples of that, hoping
other people can represent that as they make their
nresentations to you here todayv,

What we do and the investment that we make in
this process is to first meet with operators of the

riverbnat vyou are abaut to approve for operation. We
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condust a task analysis of the essential jobs that make up
that operation, including jobs that are peripheral to the
operation, but that inevitably ocecur when veu have an
enterprise of this magnitude moving inteo a community. We
try to find out what kind of academic skills are required,
what kind of personal and technical skills are required, we
develop a recruitment plan, we develop a legally defensible
asgsessment and selection, instrument and process, and get
on with the business of trying to identify right applicants
for the job. We have a real good history of this. Some
people that we identify will be right and ready, straight
ahead off the top. Some will be ripe for employment. Some
of the jobs that are created will require training and
preparation and we do that . Some - - the minority, in my
experience - - won't have a praver, but our objective
would ke that, come opening day, working with all of these
communities, there would be a ripe and ready work force
available to get on with the job.

Of importance to me, to vyou, I will z2ssume, and
to the local folks who are speaking with you during your
visit here, our forus will he targeted exclusively to
insuring that Hoosiers get the first shot at these
opportunities. Peonle here in Switzerland County and folks
in Dearborn and Ohio County have a solid work ethic¢ that

was mentioned earlier -~ I've witnessed it for fwenty years
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- the sort of value and self-sufficiency which seems

endangered, 1f you watch television, in alot of communities
around the country. The community leaders, educators,
emplovers, elected officials and others in thisz community
have a strong commitment to excellence and a proven ability
to bring together the resources neressary to get the job
done., I have had a gond experience,. Pecnle here take
their value from hard work, from a Jjob well done, from
loyalty spanning generations, from a common vigion and I am
confident, based on my experience, that these folks c¢an
pull it off, I have the capacity from one day to the next
and the necessity to c¢all Betty Bovard at our coffice here
in Vevay, to call Teresa Link, who will be speaking with
you in a few minutes, Chuck Overbey you met earlier, Tom
Conroy, and I ask them for advice or assistance and they
ran respond. Y'wve never heen let down and I've seen these
peable pull some things toagether that I consider to be
virtually impossihle,.

The vision of the job opportunities that will he
created and the opportunity to participate and help to
support and make that work excites me and I welcome you all
to hear the various presentations and make a good decision
and am confident that you will. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: fThank veou.

QUESTION RY DAVID ROSS: Question, sir.
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MR. RICHARDSOM: Yes?
DAVID ROES: Is your training service, has that
been ongoing or has that primarily started
because of the casino?
MR. RICHARDSON: Nc¢, we have been in husiness for
ahout twenty years in one form or another
administering JTPA, as I mentioned, the
employment service, and we've worked with
probhakly a hundred and fifty, fwo hundred
business start ups 1in Southeastern Indiana
overall, Most of the services are at no cost, so
we do have a good and a succesgsful history of
doing that.

MR. R0OS8S8: Thank vou,.

EARL CONNER: My name 1is Earl Conner. I'm a
life-long rezident of Switzerland County. I live in York
Township.

I would like to say a few words about my ares,
Florence, which was settled in the vear 1800 and coriginally
was New York. It was a typical rivertown, farming the main
operation. When I first came to Florence, they had three
stores, a barber shop, post office, church and a garage, at
one time, even a bank. It was a thriving little town. I
have seen the rchange from gravel to bhlacktop roads.

I believe g riverboat c¢an bring new life to
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Florence and the county as a whole=., I have worked with Mr.
Forhes and his associatesgs from the start of this project.
Florence and York Township veted this in by sizxty-three
percent, the widest margin for the county. 1 also feel
that people that don't gamhle can enjoy the facilities of
the compound and the county can be proud of. Mr. Forbes
has stated he will he a good friend and neighbor to the
area and the surrounding communities.
We already are onto the process of getting a new
sewage prolect started in Florence and the surrounding
area. We are now getting ready for the boat project and,

' 1

in my op

=t

nion, it will be the greatest outfit this county

will ever have in the - - with the Markland Dam and the
Kentucky traffic¢. I can see great things for Switzerland
County and the surrounding areas. Thank vcu.

CHATRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

TERESA BOVARD: Goed morning, Mr. Chairman,
Commission and staff members. I'm Teresa Bovard. 1 think
Don Richardson mentisoned that I was Teresa Link, but I'll
answer to anything. I live at 10 Waterfront Drive,
Florence, Indiana, with my davghter, Annie. My home is one
mile west of the Markland Bridge. Switzerland County has
been my home for a lifetime,

In 1689, T decided tn stay in Switzerland County

and become the owner and hroker of a real estate company,
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instead of acecepting a Jrb with the Internal Revenue
Service. Now, there are three of my family members and
others working with me in the business. 1 negctiated the
property options for the riverboat site here in Switzerland
County and I believe that thirty-six miles of riverfront
will be an advantage to attracting other business. 1 have
aeen some increase in value since the referendum a year and
a half ago; up to twenty percent on homes and up to sixty-
five percent on unimproved property.

I'm trying to hurry through this.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Take your time.

MS. BOVARD: okay. 1 believe that we can see
another increase when the hnat is placed in Switzerland
County, maybe even up to fifty percent. We have several
large tracts of land in the ¢ounty that we have had alot of
interest in since the referendum passed.

According to the Indiana State Board of Accounts,
Switzerland County has nne nf the state's lowest tax bhases
of only around forty-three million deollars, vet we have the
third highest rate in the state, surpassed only by Lake and
Delaware Counties.

We have clients from Cincinnati, northern Indiana
and Kentucky calling our office nn a daily basis.

And I want to thank you for your consideration in

giving - - or awarding Switzerland County a beat. Thank
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you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

CRAIG BOND: Good morning. Craig Bord., I live
at 38 Concord Road, Patriot, Indiana, six miles east of the
bridge, four miles east of the proposed complex. I own and
operate J & J Enterprises. We are an ICC authorized
contract carrier operating in forty-eight states and
Canada. I'm a former employee of the Indiana Department of
Transportation, having resigned my positien as a rural sub-
district manager in October 1994 to devote full time to my
own husiness.

What impact will a riverboat in Switzerland
Countv have nn transportation issues pertaining to INDOT?
First, we must realize that the need to build is monitored
continuously. This 1s accomplished by traffic count,
physical inspections and, most of all, anything that would
endanger the safety of the motoring public.

Traffic counts are performed at locations thought
to be average for the area in review. 1'm sure all of vou
have noticed those rubber hoses stretched across the roads
with the little hox tied on the end of them? They were
counting traffic. In some af the most recent counts on
Highway 5f at the Markland Dam, in one twenty-four hour
period twenty-three hundred and ten vehicles were counted.

In that same twenty-four hour period on Route 50 1in
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Dearborn County thirty-three thousand, eight hundred eighty

vehicles were counted. SBwitzerland County needs productive

State highways are built and maintained solely
from gasoline and fuel taxez, so the more vehicles we have
coming this way, the more tax money we're going to have
available. A license in Switzerland County will definitely
help to improve the highway system in Southeastern Indiana,
thus opening the door for other business and industry to
follow.

Thanks to the efforts of our local tourism
butreau, Switzerland County has experienced some traffic
increase in recent vears, resulting in several
improvements. Srme projects z2chedunled for '95 and '96
includ=s the resurface of 156 from Vevay., east of the
junction of Highway 56, an esatimated cost of over two
million dollars. Replacement of two bridges, one just west
of town, Indian Creek, bhetween here and Madison. the other
over Green Valley Creek, another seven miles on down the
river, another two million dollars. ©On Highway 250, Jjust
west of Patriot, a couple of bridges, over eight hundred
and sixty-five thousand. Erosion anrd landslide control
along the river, 156, just in Switzerland County alone,
over three million dollars have heen allotted for the next

two years. and in the planning stages now, the
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realignment of State Route 129 from Highway 250 in Pleasant
to 56, just east of town.

Although I'm no longer a part of INDOT, you can
rest assured they will respond to any needs that burden our
highway syvstem or affect the safety of the motoring public.

In clo2ing, 1 want you to know, Switzerland
County needs a riverboat. Switzerland County wants a
riverhoat . Our willingness to share our resopources with
seven ¢ounties of region twelve will make the State of
Indiana proud of BSwitzerland County when a license is
issued here. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: ‘Thank you.

T™OM RICHARDSON: Good morning. I'm Tom
Richardson. My wife, Judy, and I own a home at 503 West
Market 8treet and a husiness addrezss of 106 East Main
Street, both here in Vevay. We've lived in Vevay for seven
years and have heen in business here for four.

We came here from Northern Kentucky hecause we
liked what we found in Switzerland County. Few places
remain that afford the opportunity to live among nineteenth
century architectural treasur= and at the same time provide
ready access to metropolitan areas within approximately one
hour. Every effort should be made to ensure that this
uniqueness is protected, because few places on this earth

have the natural beauty of Switzerland County.
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Judy and I selected Vevay as a location for our

business because it's our home and because of the

avallability of labnr. ©One only has to drive to Vevay one

time to realize that we are not situated at the

transportation hub of the nation. FKowever, our business

requires that in order to provide the service to our
customer, the product must he transported to Vevay daily.

This material movement for us requires trucks travelling

daily to Ohio and Kentucky,

i

sometimes twice dajily to each

location. Th

/]

daily transportation of material in raw and

1~

finished state has never heen interrupted in the four years
of our businegss existence due to road conditions or
weather. Improved roads would be great for this area, but
existing road conditions will not prevent us from providing
work for our thirty~five employees.

Thank you for your attention.

CHBIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

LERMY BRAMMER: My name's Leroy Brammer, 1447
Highway 156, Patricot, Indiana. Good merning and welcome to
Switzerland Countv. I'm President of the Switzerland
County Area Planning Commission, and also serve on the
zoning appeals board. I would like to give you a brief
outlook of the zeoning board in Switzerland County.

The zoning in Switzerland County was truly last

updated in 1972. As of the first of February, '95, Harry
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Bheridan nf Metropolitan Planners Incorporated of
Indianapolis was given a one Yyear contract to help both
boards write and update our zoning laws and ecrdinance.
(indiscernihle) by National Department of Resources in 1994
and they asked our riverfront, including floeod plain,
waterways, be changed to comply with their standards.
March the 1lst, 1995, the county commission passed a new
ordinance to help comply with these requests. The area
planning commission voted and passed a building code
ordinance., The county commissioners will have a hearing on
this ordinance May the 1lst, 1995, 1f this passes, the
county buildino rodes will be the same as the state
building codes, We now have an executive secretary and
hnpe by duly the 1st, 1995, when we have additional funds,
we will hire a full time building inspector.

Switzerland County, Vevay, Patriot was
established as one area planning department in the early
sixties, Our population 1in Switzerland County has
increased from six thousand, three hundred and six to seven
thousand, seven hundred and thirty-eight from 1970 to 1990.
Now, with the population on the upswing, aleong with other
trends, there 1is a great need for the «citizens of
Switzerland Cnunty tn renew their planning =and zoning
efforts in order to accomplish the following okijectives.

The highway system bhe carefully planned.
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We are going to do of our roads existing
proposals which roads would be approved first,

Second, that new developments grow only with
accurate publiec {(indiscerible}, utility, health, education
and recreation facilities, With the population on the
increase, there will be more demand for housing
developmenta, How they are developed should not be left to
chance, We must have plans in place to provide the prover
grawth,

That the needs of agriculture industry and
business be recognized in future growth (indiscernible) we
have in this county and the area subject to flooding,
{indiscernible) is becoming a precious commndity. We must
protect the agriculture pursuit with compromise and basic
use of this land. Industry certainly cannot he ignored in
the planning process. wvreserving what we already have and
providing frr expansion of new development. Ard business
expansion, this is a real planning task, especially when it
is not know if the gambling industry will end up here in

our county or possibly nearby.

v

\
Faur, that resident area pravide  helpful

{(indiscernible) for family life, the task here is to

A1)
-+

presery he good things and eliminate the undesireable
conditions that growth of the community (indiscernibhle) and

public lands.
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Well, thi=z is the task that the Area Planning
Commission is looking forward to doing. We want to combine
all five of these objectionz into a {indiscernible) plan
for Switzerland County, a plan that people in this county
wante, and a new zoning code would be developed to help
make the plan a realitvy. We have given ourselves one year

tao get this done. We think this is a plus for Switzerland

P
o]

County,., Sineces we our writing our new codes to update the
county if riverbhnat gambling comes to the county we are in
the position to have good zoning laws. Thank you.
QUESTION BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. I have
a quick guestion. You do have county wide zoning
presently, is that correct?
MR, BRAMMER: Yes, it was rewritten in 1972 and
has heen a few updates in that time, but by the
end of the - - the first of February of next
vyear, we will have a complete new zoning as
required by the gtate and what the county people
reguire.
QUESTINN BY CHATRMAN KINEMAN: Okay. But you can
contrnl development at the present time?
MR. BRAMMER: Oh, yes, yes. We have - - We are
- - We approved, uh, Tuesday night we approved

twenty-six permits for Switzerland County. Yes,

we are fully operating now, We were reorganized
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the firat of this vear, new hoard memhers elected
and so0 we are a viable organization.

CHATRMAN KINEMAN: The reason T ask is, I come
from Hamilton County, which is just north of
Indianapnlis. They did neot have county wide
zoning and something happened wup there that
surprised everybody and now they have zounty wide
zoning, but prior to that time, they did not and
hasically had no contrnl over what was going on.

ME. BRAMMER: Right. Nno, we have full - -

‘Well, and I--#Rink it's a plus that we have onne

board controlling the whole county and the town,
which gives us a plus for this organization,
because we control the whole county and we have
real gaod working relations with both
incorporated towns.

QUESTION BY RORERT SUNDWICK: Are the - - I
guess vou're going teo call them directors or - -

of your commission or hoard, are they elected or
arpointed?

MR. BRAMMER: They are appointed.

QUESTION BY ROBERT SUNDWICK: Is there anybody on
your historic society from Vevay vpon the board?
MR. BRAMMER: I don't believe so.

MR. SUNDWICK: Okay, thank you,
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CHAIRMAN KINEMAN' Thank you.

KIRK WORKS: Kirk Works, 1007 West Main Street,
Vevay. Good morning.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Good morning.

KIRK WORES: BAfter graduating from the University
of Evansville and working in Evansville for three yvears, I
derided to return home to Switzerland County. T looked for
a Job in Bwiftzerland County, hut there were none. I was
fortunate enough to find a joh Jjust across the river in
Kentucky. Thanks to the Markland Dam Bridge, which
provides easy access to Kentucky, I'm able to live in Vevay
and work in Kentucky.

Since 1991, I have worked for two steel plants
just acroae the river, T have witnessed firsthand the many
consultants and contract workers needing a place to stay
anywhere from ane week to one year. Many of those peorle
stay here at the 0Ogle Haus. It has bheen commented to me
how nice and accomodatin this hotel is and what a
wonderful place Vevay, Switzerland County, is. They often
ask me about the status of riverhoat gaming in Switzerland
County. I continue to tell them it is coming soon. I ask
why the interest in riverhoat gaming. There response would
he thev were lonking forward to a local place where they
can 4go with their colleagues for gome fun and

entertainment.
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I'm aware of many young peaple whn wonld like to
return to Switzerland County after graduating from college,
but are unable to do =0 bhecause »f the lack of job
opportunities. This gaming development will open up many
job opportunities in Switzerland County. Tourism,
advertising, marketing, accounting, information systems,
management will nnw bhe available right here in Switzerland
County. This would allow college educated people to live
and work in their home countyv, therehy incrsasing the
number of members in the community who would be actively
involved in the many community activities in Switzerland
County.
One of those community activities is the annual
Swigs Wine Festival, which I am chairman of this year. I
¢an remember when I was a kid and was fascinated by the
many <¢arnival rides and large crewds of prople that
attended the festival each year. Today the festival is
more community oriented and is now sponsored by the Vevay -
Switzerland County Lions €Club. The festival committee is
made up entirely of community velunteers. We are very well
organized and have been planning since October for this
year's festival. For the first time, we have applied fnr
and received four different grants totalling over eight
thou=zand five hundred dollars. We are spending over ten

thousand dollars promoting both the festival and
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Switzerland County through bhrochures, posters, radio and
newspaper advertisements to the surrounding area, including
Cineinnati, Lounisville and Indianavpolis. A= vecu can see,
this community has put their support behind this festival,
as well as many othet community eventsg throughout the year.
This community is made up of many hardworking volunteer
minded individuals., as evidenced by the homebaked goods
hrought here today.

Commissioners, I urge you to grant Switzerland
County a riverboat gaming license because *he peonle
currently living here and the many college educated people
who would like to return to Switrerland County are ready,
willing and able to make this project a succese, not only

for Switzerland County, but for the State of Indiana.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you,

THOMAS CONROY: In your booklets you will find
some maps and things in the back that might be helpful with
you when you tour the proposed site tomorrow and we thank
you for your time and sinceraly look forward to seeing you
fellows at the grand opening if we are awarded a license.
This roncludes SCORE's presentation.

CHATIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay, well, thank you very

much. We may move our break up a little bit, but

before we do, I understand that a state
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representative iz here. Would ycu -~ -
Representative Cleo Duncan, would you like to say
a foy wards? We certainly welcocom= you hers and
it's a privilege to have vou with us.
REPRESENTATIVE CLEQ DIJINCAN: Thank vou. I am
very pleased to be here today. I didn't know that I would
be able to bhe here. I knnw that the original intent of the
legislation was to nrovide economic development along the
Ohio River for the less wealthy of our counties and also I
- - a couple things. With the bridge at Markland Dam,
with Gallatin Steel coming in, with the State of Kentucky
committad to improving the road to the bridge, T would urge
your support of awarding a license, a riverheoat license, to
Switzerland County and thank you all for coming and being

here and thank you for having me.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okav, well, thank you for
coming . I think we will take our bkre=ak now.
It's - - We'll take a fifteen minute break.

That would put us back here at ten minutes of the
hour, s=o

(A break was had)

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: We, of course, will end the
break. It's getting toward ten o'clack., We'll
go to Sherry Houze.

SHERRY HOUZE: I'm Sherry Houze, My nickname i=
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Dorothy from the Wizard of 0z. That's an inside joke. I'm
from Highway 56, Vevay, Indiana, and not Kansas. But I
feel like I've been granted an audience with the Grand
Wizards of Riverboat Gambhling. I have brought - - I would
have hrought Toto with me today, but the QOgle Haus doesn't
allow pets. I have travelled the Yellow Brick Road today
as a representative of the 0Ogle Haus, being the banguet
coordinator here, to tell the Grand Wizards why Switzerland
County should have a riverboat casino,

Earch comment given here today will be very valid
for those making their presentations to the Wizards, based
on what they believe., We at the Ogle Haus Inn understand
that the gaming commission will, in part, make it's final
decision based on some of the reasons presented here.

I would like %o present to vyou some of the
reasons why we would like to see the riverboat based in our
county and why we believe it would he a positive venture
for Switzerland County, Switzerland County, and especially
Vevay, has long heen a tourist attractinn, Feople come
from all over to enjoy the scenic view of this small, well-
kept historical rivertoun,. Vevay was not ecnly held - -
held onto it's  Thistorical setting and breathtaking

landsacape, but has incarporated much of the modern

(.

technologiess, which is the essence of survival in today's

[92]

ocjety. Switzerland County residents have shown by their
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vote that thev are ready and willing now to tak= on anothear
challenge, a riverbhoat c¢a=zino.

It wasn't until Just a few short vears ago that
Switzarland County started to realize what it was going to
take to keep Vevay and the surrounding communities on the
map, and that's tourism. Through the efforts of the
countv's Chamber of Commerce. the 0Ogle Haus Inn, Vevay
Visit Volunteer Organization and other local and city
groups, Switzerland County's tourism has econtinued to
develop to the point that it has gained recogrition from
the state tourism commission. This haz not heen an easy
task to achieve, but certainly well worth the effort,.

The Ogle Haus feels that the riverkoat casino
would not only benefit our community and the surrounding
communities by providing the needed training, education and
monetary benefits it could offer, but we also feel that by
placing the riverbeoat here in Switzerland <County. the
riverhoat casino itzelf would benefit,

As mentioned before, Vevay has heen atitracting
people from all over the country for many years as a
beantiful, historic rivertown with much to offer touriats.
With Interstate 71 and 75 accessibility by the Markland Dam
Bridge, people come from all over to this picturesgue
community nestled in the foothills of Scutheastern Indiana

and the rolling riverbank of the Ohio. Annther indication
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that attracting tourists to a riverbheat rasino in
Switzerland County would not be a problem is the fact that
many times it ia difficult tn make reservatinons here at the
Ogle Haus Inn and surrounding bed and breakfasts, hecause
we are bhooked up a vegar in advance,

Drawing from personal experiences with groups, a
new recreation complex and hotel accomodations with a civic
center would not have any prohlems at all with booking.
Businesgses and industries from all over the tri-state area,
Indiana, ©¢$hio and Kentucky, come to the Ogle Haus for
cronventions, training seminars, company parties, honokings
for private weddings and receptions, family and rclass
reunions, are also in constant demand. And let us not
forget those that come Jjust for the sheer enjoyment of
Switzerland County's friendly places and smiling farces.

In recent vears, the Wine Festival, which at it's
peak in the mid-seventieaz, attracted somewvhere in the
neighborhood of one hundred thousand visitors in a three
day span. It has hegun to steadily grow again. The
original festival was discontinued due to its overwhelming
gize and dgrowing npopularity. The c¢ommunity was not
vrepared tos deal with such crowds and problems that
accompanied such an event. That was twenty years ago. As
the old saying goes, live and learn. We've lived and

learned that surch a venture as a riverboat casino requires
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extensive planning, organizing and networking with
professionals from within, as well as outside of our
community,

The people of Switzerland County are ready and
willing ta take on this challenge. It has taken a great
de=al of =zacrifice and commitment by many peonle to get
Switzerland County where it is today. These peonle have no
intentions on stopping now with or without a riverboat
casino, These pecople, as well as new oneg, who now see the
importance of being inveolved in the direction of their
sconomic future, will continue te plan, organize and strive
to obtain a common geal, that goal being growth, not just
in the number of people c¢oming as tourists, but as
individuals themselves. We will continue to keep building
on what we have already hegun tn achieve, that heing making
Vevay and Switzerland County not just a place to stop when
grninyg from one place to another. No, we are now becoming
that point. We are a destination. Switzerland County's

future does not hinge on whether or not 1t obtains a

riverhoat casino. We will continue to emerge as a place
where peorle want ftn he. We are an attracrtion all hy
ourselves. A riverbnat masino will be another jewel -~ -

CHATRMAN KINEMAN: FExcuse me, ma'am. Your time
ig up. I'm really sorry.

M5, HOUZE: Thranks.
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CHARIRMAN KINEMAN: We've enjoyed it. Thank you,

EVELINA BROWN: I'm Evelina Brown. I reside at

33 VYan Brandon Rrad in Pleasant Township - and it 1is
Pleasant fo live there - on a hundred and twenty-five
acre farm in Switzerland County, Indiana. TI'wm the County

Coun~il Attorney and I've heen fortunate to be there when
this exeiting thing has bheen happening and, uh, T wanted to
let you know that. Also let you know that I served as a
chajirperson for a steering committes on the Always a River
project that vou saw a clip of, I think, at the beginning
onf this meeting,

I wanted to tell you a little bit more about that
event, That was a grand, grand happening, and hopefully
som= of vou gnt to visit the barge. That was a project
that was sponscred by the Humanitieaza of six differ - -
Humanitie=z Council of six different states, 1Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia and Pennsylvania.
What it consisted of wa=z a river barge museum that floated
down the river from Pittshurg to Cairo, It had twenty-one
different docking sites, one of them being Vevay, Indiana.
Now, what was amazing and what I think is important te tell
you very hriefly here -~ we couldn't believe it - we
had in this little town more visiteors than any other site,
inc¢luding all nf the large cities. We had eight thousand

peopla that paid +to get onto the harge and we estimated we
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had like two thousand others that we gave complimentary

ragsses to that didn't pay. So ta compare, the other
Indiana site of Mt. Vernon had one thousand visitors. So
you c¢an see the success. And we were overwhelmed by it

and I think lots of people were very surprised. Now, why
was that so successful here? I think there are many, many
things that you =zeould attribvote it to. I'm net going to
read this - - I wrote this yesterday in St. Vincent
Hozpital . My hushand's recovering from another angioplast,

He's had fifteen, Did you know you could have fifteen
places ballooned and still function? They put a stint in
yesterday. BAnd I'm not telling you that to get svmpathy.

I'm telling you that so vou can se= how important it was to
me to get here and speak to you this morning and how
important this preoject 13 - - I mean, it is te us and it
is to our sister county »f Chio. BAnd if we don't get it,
give it to them, please. You know, hoth of us ~ - we hoth
need it, We want it here, We think you should chnose
Switzerland County and that’s why I want to tell you the
rest of this speech. But anyway., the reason why I think
that it was a success here 1n Bwitzerland <County is
location., The Markland Bridge. I mean, we were centrally
located. We cooperated with three counties on this side of
the river and three on the other side. We had Tremble,

Carrcoll and Gallatin Counties, and Ohic, Switzerland =and
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Jefferson Counties that worked on that project, all the
Mistorical socleties, the schools, the churches, neople of
all the diffarent counties came in and we had all kind of
wonderful events, like @ viver belle contest., vou had to be
fiftv-five vears wvoung to bhe Iin it, vou had Lo wear an
althentic costume, vou had to tell wvour fTondest memory of
the viver and that sort of thing., We had cook-offs. We
had music, dvyama, music on the strests. It was Just a
grand hacpening. So I think it was organization.

We have lots of people - - and you'’ve ssen some
of tham here. Thev're dedicated. They’ve got experience,
thay 've drawn Lhousands of peopls to our festivals, to the
Wine Festival and to this cone. They know how to get that
done, They will work with Pinnacle. They will enhance it.
There will be events that will compliment it. It will be
very sucoaesstul W1l make alot of money for Indiana and
for our communities, I believe. The other reasons, I
think, marketing. We dicdn’t have very many dollars back
then in 1991, but we used thosse dollars wisely. Think what
wa could do if we had mormey enoush Lo market. aAnd it was
like an established tourism group, Vevay velunteer, Anita
Danney ~ =~  youl zAakWw how talented she is, and a aroup that
workad with her and they - -~ they helped us to get that.
There was ioveolvement . bhol mainly location. T think we

have the place where the riverboat licenze should be
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CHAIRMAN KIMNEMAMN: Thank you,

PRESTTING CTHARPMAN: My name is Prestine Chapman
and IT'm the Executive Dirvecior at the Switzerland County
Welcome Center. =o T want To welcoms all o»f you Lo
Switzerland County, T live at B15 Ferrvy Street, Jjust four
hlocks from my office.

The welcome ~enter is a full service convention
angd wvisgitor’z buvesnr, serving Switzerland County and the
Southeastern Indiana region. approximately ninety psrcent
of fhe Switzerland County activitiess involve marketing in
mome way . We curvently vent space in the historic Heoosier
Theatey and operate on a sbrict budget devived from the
Indiana Uniform Law Enacted Innke=per’s Tax. The

Innkeeper s Tax moves directly from the collecticon point to
the county auditor’s office, then a check is issued to the
Switzerland County Recrveation, Convention and Tourism
Commiszion, which oversess all the TfTunds. The Uelcome
Canter 's coslk (indiscernible) approximately ninety—-fiue
parcent of the innkeeper’s tax fund. As I said before, the

welcome center deals mainly Wwith mar ket ing.

{indiscernible) in June, 1992, coming on board to develop

Y

a4 naw organization. 2ince then, tha welecoms canter has
developaed a naw full color brochure assisted with the

expanded wisitor’s guide and this yvear aided In the
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devalapment of a full colovy brochurs for ths Swiss Wine
Fastival . e hawve supplied the information for many
newspapar  and magarine arvticles on Switzerland County,
including this yvear®s fulfillment piece for the Indiana
Department of Tourism's Reglonal Guide to South Central
Indiana.

The Welocome Centery works with several other

Taff bhoolbhs  at

i

arganizations asach  wvear to  funod and
regional travel shows. Regional cooperation is wvery
important to s, =0 we have =susborted as many regional
aroups as possible . T am currently on the bhoard of
Mistoric Southeryn Indiana, the President of the Tourism
Council of Historic Hoogsier Hills, which governs tourism in
av elight county southsaztern Indiana area, a member of the
Association of Convention and Visitor’®s Bureau, and a
member of tha Ohio River Scenic Route Committes,

We like to share our wealth when we can with
other groups in ouy avea. Some of ths groups that have
benefitted from the welcome center’s funding include the
Hoosier Thaatey, the Switzevland County Mistorical Museum,
local merchants and the Chamber of Commerce, to name a few.

Since the opening of the welcome canter in 1992,
the occupancy rvate here at the 0Ogle Haus has rvisen from
sixty-nine percent to aighty percent, which is a good

indigation in the rise in the number of wvisitors to
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Switzerland County .

The Markland Dam Bridge allows access  to
Switzerland County from Loulsville, Levinaton, Georvostown,
Frankfort and the Greater Cincinnati area. Rloomington,
Indianapol iz and Columbus have accsss bhrough I-65 and the
Ohino River Scenie Route. This access is important now, but
will be even move zo when a viverbeoat Incavras Iin Flovenoe |

A naew interchangs ramp is currently planned by the State of

Wentucky off I-71, dust above [(allatin Stes]

which is
Jocated Just below bhe Markland Bridoe.

Location of @& viwveyhoat Iv Florencs would bhring
e to six hundred thousand dollars per vear in new funds to
the tourism commizsion. These funcds wWill bhe used Lo
ralocats and to purchase new squipment for our main office.
A onew watel lite office wWill be permanently locatsd art the
riverboat site and will ba staffed hy a8 new emploves, a
garoup touy managey . A new seovatary wWill also be hived to
assist the executive dirvector in daily operations.

A long range plan is currently in a developmental
atage. This plan iz prepared in anticipation of rviverboat
gaming funds, but it iz also & plan that will addreass the
issue of riverboat gaming longevity.

Pinnacle Gaming will bring nine hundraed  and
ninety—-Ffive new jobs to Switrzerland County, which is wvery

impoartant to our aras, The peopls who livae hare oo not






1 Alwaves qualify for high paving Jobs snd the training
2 provided by the riverboat company will not only upgrade
3 employmant skills, but will alsoe build pride in our
4 citizens. Riverboat gaming means tourism, Jjobs and growth
5 for Switzevlarnd Tounty . Thank wvou,

= QUESTION  BY  CHAaIRMAaN  KINEMAN: I have one
7 aquastion. I don’t know if vouw’rve the perzson to
7 answey it.  You'wve just stated that there iz to
< ha a intevrchangs of T 71 someplaca?
10 M. CHapMak @ Y,
11 QUESTION RBY CHATRMAM KINEMAMN: Aandg dn you know
12 what stage that project s in? I know it’'s =3
173 Kantucrky oyoject, but doss anyvbody know exactly
14 what ' happening?
15 MG, CHaPMan: T did mall about that vasterday and

t

e

# anticipated to be in place

.

16 it will be - ~

17 o startec, anvway, somatime within ths naxt five

}

18 vaars angd that's as far az I ecan find out from

.

193 Cayrollton.

Z0 QUESTION BY CHAIRMAN  KIMEMAMN: Was this a
21 commitmant that Kantucky mads to tha staal peopls
22 before they put their plant in, Is that my
et understavding, or do vou know anvthing about
24 that?

25 ANITE DaNNER:  The land has been purchased.
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MS., CHAPMAN: Yeah.

ANITA DANNER: And that 1Is a committment that
Kentucky made for those businesses located along
the Ohio River to give them a faster access to
the river road. Right now vou have to get off at
Carrollton oxr at Warsaw or at Glencoe and travel
a country road, so this is a direct access.

MS. CHAPMAN: When I called Carrollton yesterday,
the Economic Development Director there sald that
it is a necessary thing to bring that access ramp
off I-71 to Gallatin Steel, because so many new
companies have located up and down that area that
it is a necessary item.

QUESTION BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: But you don't know
whether that is a firm commitment by Kentucky to
MS. CHAPMAN: It has been - - It has been
promised to the people who own buslnesses along
that river, yeah.

QUESTION BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Is that everyone's
understanding of the status of where we are on
that?

MIKE JONES: Chairman Kineman: I understand from
talking to officials 1in Kentucky with the

Department of Transportation that it has been
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funded and it is part of an incentive package
that was offered to those new companies.
CHAIREMAN KINEMAN: Okay. Anyone else have any
questions?

QUESTION BY JACK THAR: Is there a time line on
that, that you know of?

MIKE JONES: I think she was right - -

MS. CHAPMAN: Within five years.

MIKE JONES: - - when she said within five years
completion.

QUESTION BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: And opening up of
the interchange, then they have to build the
access road, too, 1is that my - - or 1is the
access road in place?

ANITA DANNER: You're only talking two miles.
MIKE JONES: Yeah, it's - - Chairman Kineman,
it is a short distance. You say two miles?
ANITA DANNER: Yeah, ‘'cause you go straight.
MIKE JONES: But my understand from the Kentucky
Department of Transportation was that five years
was the time for it to be completely open.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Any other gquestions? Okay,
thank you. We're now moving into the portion of
our schedule which was to be after the break that

we took early. Esther Crepin?
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ESTHER CREPIN: That's Esthetr Crepin. I know

it's hard to figure that name out. I want to thank you for
being able to address the Commission today and I'd like to

share some of my personal views, along with some statistics

I've come up with.

Thirty to forty years ago many of us in this room

can remember when gambling was a vice on equal plain with

prostitution. How guickly we forget. Today gambling

promotion has become a key to state budget balancing. How

did this happen? We legalized to ease our conscience. 1If

upbeat predictions are abundant, it's apparent reliable

information is in short supply. A few years ago, no

gambling was legal in Indiana, but suddenly almost anything

goes. It is far from clear that local officials are ready

to lead their communities, including our young people, into

the world of slot machines and roulette wheels.

Is anyone doing any market research? Here are

some facts. Riverboats seem to have had, at best, a
negligible effect on the employment base in rivertowns.

The unemployment rates in Alton, Joliette, Peoria and Rock
Island, Illinois, were higher in March of 1993 than in

March of 18991. Alton, for instance, had an 8.5 percent

unemployment rate in March of 1581, and a year later, about
5ix months after the Alton Belle opened, the city's jobless

rate had climbed to 9.7 percent. 1In March of 1993, it had
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risen to eleven percent,.

Central City, Colorado, it opened it's doors to

gambling in 1991, Central City's costs to support the

casino industry for more police, building inspectors, city

planners and octher officials, have soared. Central City's

debt has expanded from five hundred thousand in 1988 to
twenty million today. fentral City's city manager, Jack
Title, says, and I guote: "I'd tell anyone who was
thinking of opening their community to casinc gambling to
have his head examined. First comes the boon, then comes
the bust."

Two major factors for considering =riverboat
gambling for any community has been the promises of Jjobs
and money. Casinos don't deliver what they promise, in
particular, the myth that depressed areas can recapture
economic vitality.

In New Jersey, with the lottery and twelve
casinos, the state earns only six percent of it's revenues
through gambling. Unemployment has not changed, taxes have
increased. Street crime, rape, larsony, assault and auto
theft have gone up three hundred percent.

Clinton, Iowa, with a population of thirty
thousand dollars. City records show no Iincrease oOr
decrease in the city's tax revenue since the boat arrived

in 19891, Tax money has flowed into the community, three
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hundred and seventeen thousand dollars since the boat

opened, yet that money did not cover the cost of three
hundred and fifty thousand dollars it took to put in water

and sewer lines to the boat's dockside.

Deadwood, South Dakota, on Main Street, a

department store, a woman's clothing store, a shoe store,

a drug store, and two hardware stores, have been shut down.

In thelr stead there are novelty and gift shops and

casinos. "You can't buy a pair of socks 1i1n downtown

Deadwood", states a 1local resident. Even the Mayor

Overlander states, "The greed factor is definitely here."

Cripple Creek, Colorado, a historic town, tourism
is down thirty-five percent. Most local stores sold to

rasinos, others were boarded up and abandoned. Four

casinos have closed due to overcrowding.
Fort Madison, lowa, two riverboat gambling owners

pulled out leaving the community with six hundred local

unemployed and a 2.6 million debt to riverfront

development.

Finally, casino owners have used economic
leverage against state legislatures. Right now, in

Atlantie City, for example, the new law - - the first law

gave them one casino; now they have eleven major casinos

and twenty-four hour operation. It is extremely important

to note that virtually every avenue where casinos operate
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constant efforts have succeeded 1in expanding casino

operations beyond the original purpose. Casino operations

in Iowa and Illinois this very day both are now threatening
to abandon these states unless the legislatures rescind

restrictions.

The carrot dangled in front of our nose would
eventually become a noose around our neck. Friends, this
is a price too high to pay.

L.et me share something personally. Proverbs 22:1
53ays: A good name is rather tc be chosen than great
riches, and loving favor rather than silver and gold.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Excuse me, ma'am.

MS. CREPIN: Thank you.

CHATRMAN KINEMAN: Yeah, thank you wvery much.

Toni Allen?

TONI ALLEN: Hi. My name 1is Toni Allen and I
live at 25 Fishing Worm Ridge in Switzerland County, Vevay.

Living outside of Atlantic City, New Jersey, for
fifteen years, I got to watch the steady deterioration of
Atlantic City and it's surrounding areas after the casinos
started in 1978. Prime farm land sprouted condos, malls
and development. Local family businesses closed down and
were replaced by chain stores and families lost their homes
and moved away. Local people became victims to increased

traffic accidents, mostly caused by drunk driving. They
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were victims of robberies, rapes, vandalisms and batteries.

Taxes rose, crime rates rose, pollution in lakes, the

rivers and the ocean increased and welfare costs

skyrocketed. The area became overpopulated, overtaxed and

overregulated, From 1976 to 1992, Atlantic City's police

budget tripled to twenty-four million dollars while it's

local population decreased by twenty percent. During the

first three years of casino gambling Atlantic City, in per

capita crime, went from fiftieth toc the first among U.S.

cities. 8ixty-one percent of those crimes were related to

casinos and three out of six mayors were arrested and

jailed for corruption. Atlantic City lost one-half of it's

population in a decade and one hundred out of two hundred

and fifty restaurants closed down in 1%78 alone. People

came out to gamble, not to shop, and the industry sucked

money out of local theaters, clothing shops, car

dealerships and restaurants. Private rescue missions went

from helping fifteen people a day to helping five hundred

people a day. And despite the fact that New Jersey has
horse racing, lottery and twelve casinos, the state earns
only s5ix percent of revenue through the gambling. Casinos
in Atlantic City did not alleviate the problems there; it
created more, The slums are still there, two blocks from
the casinos. There is more crime, more problems with

alcohol and drugs, more Prostitution and related diseases.
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The point is, the people did not - - of the community did
not benefit from it.

It's true that Switzerland County does not have

much wealth in dollars, but it is a great asset to the

=tate of Indiana for it's beauty, peacefulness and history.
There are not many places left where we can raise our
children that are good and wholesnme, People come here to
retire and others come in from the cities to escape the
ratrace lifestyle of overpopulated areas. It's a unigue
little oasis to the hustle bustle of other communities.
Since my family moved here three years ago, five
other new families have moved into our neighborheoed alone.
Switzerland County has been experiencing a slow, but steady
and healthy growth. HBeing mostly a farming community,

there's no infrastructure to support at this time a sudden

and great influx of people and I feel a floating casino
would cause a guick boom that would be followed by a bust,
stagnating real estate and other related businesses. I
feel that the people of this county who have high hopes and
expectations of a riverboat casino will be greatly
disappointed, that the recent buyout of Paradice is a

perfect example of how gquickly things change and how little

caontrol the people of Switzerland County will have over a
big business, like riverboat gambling.

For these reasons, I ask the Commission this
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question in making their decision for the location of a

gaming license: Why take a relatively safe, peaceful,

clean environment and turn it into another problem

community? If the state wants to help Switzerland County,

then help us preserve it's good qualities, not destroy

them. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. Mr. Goble?
ED GOBLE: Good morning and thank you for coming,

to the Commission. I appreciate you coming to Switzerland

County. Let me clarify. I'm former state representative

Ed Goble. I had BSwitzerland County in my district

originally back in 1970 when I was first elected and one of

the issues at that time was, we need a bridge across the

river at Markland Dam and we were eventually successful
with that and my Republican colleague friends chose to

redistrict me out of Switzerland County and I ended up up

at Bartholomew County, instead of Switzerland County. B8So

I have changed alot as district wide, but eventually I came

back when I had the opportunity. I redistricted myself

back to Switzerland County. And I can recall the debate in
the House regarding riverboat gaming. The legislators from
Gary were very adamant about the need for that opportunity.

Thousands of people were leaving Gary. The industries up

there were not doing well. And they wanted that

opportunity and they fought very hard and I was the House
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Majority Whip for four years and helped them get the votes

necessary to pass riverboat gaming, the opportunity bheing
there for the counties along the river to vote it either up

or down, not a moral issue, but whether or not they wanted
riverboat gaming.
I'd 1like to read toc you just briefly out of the

Bill itself, section seven: In granting a license under

this chapter, the Commission may give favorable
consideration to the following: one, economically
depressed areas of Indiana - - I think 8Switzerland

County, 1f you would check, would certainly qualify - -
and then two, applicants presenting plans that provide for
significant economic development over a large geographic
area. They have done that. 3Switzerland County Council has
passed a resclution sharing their revenue with seven
counties, and I'm told that several of those counties
already have accepted that and voted in favor of that.

I-71 is Jjust across the river and access to
Switzerland County, because the bridge is there, it goes
lboth ways and we think that the opportunity for people to
come to the boat would certalnly be there.

The Jjobs is what I'm really concerned about here,

because, you know, we hear talk of divorces in Switzerland
County. The divorce rate is extremely high. You only need

to go to the local school and £ind that out. I believe
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that if jobs are available, families tend to stay together.

It'= devastating to be fired or laid off and not have a 3job

and be able to provide for your family. So I think it's

extremely important that they have that opportunity here in

Switzerland County. I'm not here to debate the moral

issue, but I certainly think that the jobs are certainly

important and a boat will allow access to those jobs and

economic development, which is certainly needed.

And let me Jjust point out to the Commission one

other thing and I think which is important. Down on the

Governor's desk today is Senate Bill 572 and House Bill

172Z. Both of those passed overwhelmingly, calling for one

boat per county. I really believe the 1intent of this

legislation was to allow that econemic development in those

depressed areas; that certainly proved that.

The guestion should not be, where can the State
put a boat to make the most money or the greatest amount of

money for the state. The guestion should be, where can the

boat be located which gives the greatest impact on local
areas for economic development and creation of jobs. I
appreciate your support for Switzerland County.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you, Mr. Coble.
QUESTION BY ANN BOCHNOWSKI: Can I ask a

gquestion?

MR. GOBLE: (o ahead, sure.






[1- R U

tn

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

13

70

QUESTION BY ANN BOCHNOWSKI: You didn't address

this, but we talked about the access over the
Markland Dam Bridge. Something that came up
before and maybe you can answer it or somebody

else . . . Somebody menticned that a boat
would actually be able to cruise in 1Indiana
waters easily in that location - -

MR. GOBLE: I have a river chart that was
provided for me by a realtor, of all places, from
Kentucky and I went to his office to 1look at
that, because that was a guestion, and it's my
understanding that there's six hundred and sixty
foot of right-of-way on the Indiana side above
the dam and someone locally here can answer that
better, but he showed me the charts and then,
also, up river for four or five miles, so there
is cruising ability on the Indiana side, in my
understanding, if the charts that he showed me
are accurate - - and when I looked at them, he
showed me the locations and I have no reason to
doubt those charts. Those were U.5. Coast Guard
charts,

M5. BOCHNOWSKI: 0Okay. That was something that's
come up before and I think it's a real concern.

MR. GOBLE: Yes.
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CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Mr. Goble, I guess you

probably know that this Commission has employed

TUPUI to evaluate the economic development that
each one of the applicants in any location have -

- would have if they were granted a license, so

this Commission has been well aware of the

legislative intent in that regard and we look at

those reports wvery carefully and the multiples
that they provide, as far as employment and so
forth, 50 we are aware of that aspect. And the

income to the state by way of tax revenue is way

down on our list. We want to create jobs.

ED GCBLE: Well, I understand, Mr. Chalrman. I

understand that, uh, at wne of the committee

meetings that I was at the people who were
proposing the two boats was talking in terms of

making a great deal more money for the state, so

I just simply wanted to point out that that is

not, as you understand, the important criteria

here.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Well, thank you,

ED GOBLE: Thank you.

HERBERT ROHMANN: My name is Herbert Rohmann, I

live at 65 Varhble Lane here in Vevay. And Mr. Chairman and

ladies and gentlemen of the Indiana Gaming Commission, I
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appreciate the opportunity to present you with data and

conclusions that I have gathered regarding gqamhling and
poverty as a trained researcher. My experience as a

researcher is a result of earning four university degrees,

including a Doctor of Philosophy and teaching research
skills at a university graduate school. In any research
that has validity, integrity and credibility, at least two
components must be part of the process. They are a
collection uf unblaved data and an unbiased conclusion or
conclusions drawn from that data. That enables the reader
or the listeners, in this case, of the research to take a
legitimate and appropriate course of action.

From my research on the issue of gambling and
poverty, I have drawn three pervasive conclusions that I
should like to share with you so that you can make the
correct decisions for Switzerland Counly. They are:
number one, it presents a false hope; secondly, it
promotes a financial hazard; and thirdly, it produces a
fiendish habit.

First of all, it presents a false hope. Their
biggest promotional for gambling is, ‘We will bring

economic development to this community'. That is true,

However, it is true only for a select few. The notion nof
economic development is a canard and grossly misleading.

The research shows, generally, over a period that the
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opposite is true.

Switzerland County's financial condition is cne

of the poorest in Indiana. It's ninetieth out of ninety-

two. OQur condition of poverty in Switzerland County is one

I ralled the Welfare Department and discovered that

there are alot of statistics there, but I can't guote them

all to you, but it would substantiate the fact that we are

a very poor caunty. A large group of the population has

temporary Jjobs and those who work have poor paying Jjobs.

The gaming people prey on poor people and present them with

false hope.

Secondly, it promotes a financial hazard. I have

a research brief done by Focus on the Fawmily here and there

are two statements that I'd like to guote to you from the

research. I guote, "Two Duke University researchers

concluded that the poorer the household, the greater the

percentage of income devoted to gambling.™ Secondly,

"WNearly two decades ago, the government's task force on

gambling came to much the same conclusion regarding
gambling 1In general. The task force found that those in
the lowest income bracket lost more than three times as

much money to gambling as a percentage of income as those

at the wealthiest end of the spectrum." I have a

synopsis here of twelve conditions that accrued in Machez,

Mississippi, that is a county that has legalized gambling.
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I'd like to guote the eleventh one to you, supporting the

fact that gambling is a financial hazard: "Social services

needs are up. The clientel on the boat is primarily low to

middle income and the greater part of the business comes

from a £ifty mile radius. ©Nachez is the only town in Adams
County and the surrounding counties are rural and poor.
Neighboring Jefferson and Wilkison Counties are among the
poorest counties in the nation.

Thirdly, it produces a fiendish habit. Again,
I'd 1like to gquote a research brief here and this is what it
says, I gquote: "They're legalizing gambling all over the
country"™ he said. Along with that is coming explosive - -
explosing of compulsive gamblers that are being destroyed
all over the country. According to gamblers anonymous,

there are an estimated six to ten million compulsive

gamblers in the country, up from three million in 1386.
Now, what happens as a result of that? Listen to this:
Arnie Wensler wagered and lost more than three hundred
thousand - - he's not relatively poor, I would say - -~
but he lost three hundred thousand by the age of thirty, a
compulsive gambler, his marriage deteriorated to nothing
while suicidal thoughts swirled in his mind, "I was looking
around to kill myself.™

Just a few concluding comments here. I received

a theme from one of the local high school students and, uh,
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he's in the tenth grade, age sixteen. This is what he

wrote, his perception of gambling in Switzerland County:

"I don't think that the riverboat is a good idea, because

the poor people will be there and the welfare is too high

in this county and now the people will rob and get more

money to steal and lose."”

Folks, I have a button here and, uh, you're

probably thinking, "Well, he's an enigma." But look here.

See the smoke up there? It says Jobs and Tourism. That's

where 1t's going to go, up in smoke. And here, Float the

Boat Where 1t 1s Most Needed - - it is not needed in

Switzerland Counly.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you wvery much. Those of
you who are unable to get into the room - - and

I'm sorry, but this is the best we could do -
could you hold your conversations away from the

doorways, because it is interfering with our
ability to hear the speakers, so0 I weculd

appreciate it if you would do that for us. John

Scudder?

JOHN SCUDDER: My name is John Scudder. I 1live
at 20322 Highway 56, Vevay. 1 pastor two s=mall churches in

Switzerland County, but I'm alsc a retired Indiana State

Folice officer and it's from those experiences that I wish

to address this group this morning.
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I have a paper that I would like to give to the

committee when I'm through. It's about a meeting, county

people going to Indianapolis to urge improvement of State

Road 129. It's the end of many long lists of people who

have gone to Indianapolis to try to get our roads lmproved.
I hope they have more luck than the ones before them. I
noticed, also, that there was two people on the program
this morning who were in that committee and I did not hear
their presentations, but I agree with them one hundred
percent. State Road 129 is sub-standard, it's dangerous
and I believe that there must be much work done on it
before we invite people to come this direction for any
reasaon.

Monday morning I started from my home in East
Enterprise to Vevay. At the top of the hill I was stopped
by a sheriff's car and held in a 1line of traffic for
approximately twenty-five minutes. At the end of that time
there was a mobile home that came up the hill. That hill
is 50 narrow and so crocked that they have to block traffic
before you can come down.

As I was thinking about this presentation,

there's other things on that hill that came to my mind.

Just gfter you come through the horseshoe bend, there's a
rough spot where the road's sliding into the creek. It has

been doing that ever since I patrolled more than thirty
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Yyears ago. At that one spot there was a fatal accident
years ago. The grand jury refused to indict. They said
the road was so rough that they thought that was
contributing influence. A short distance down, 1f you

happen to travel that way, you'll see the road is still

sliding into the - - over the hillside. I investigated an

accident there where three young men lost control, went off
the road and hit a tree, killed them all. I used to know

exactly where that was, but the tree died. Even trees

don't live 1long on a hillside where the scil Kkeeps

shifting. A little farther down the hill there was a

vehicle went over the bank, turned over, the passenger

couldn't get out, the car c¢aught on £fire, the person

burnad. It's not a good way to spend an evening, waiting

for & car to cocol off to get a partially burned body out of
it.

If you came - - I. don't know how you came to
this meeting. If you came 129, you understand what they're
talking about in this article. If you came from Madison,
which is the east/west access road to this area, you came
a8cross a3 place where there are barrels out already and in
this article it says that the road is slipping into the

river. As you come from the little community of Lamb, you
will Find about seven miles of road where if you walked off

to your right on the river side, you will find several
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places on the road where this is no berm. TIf you pull off
the edge of the white line, you have thin air.

I patrolled this rocad £for nine years as a

trooper, from 1957 to December of 1966 when I was promoted

to detective. I still drove the road, but I did not
patrol. I drove well over four hundred thousand miles on
patrol in Ohio, Switzerland and Dearborn County. I believe
I know these roads as well as most anycne in this group.
I would suggest if you have good vision or you can imagine
if you would think of yourself travelling from the
community of Lamb toward Vevay some winter evening just
after the boat has let ocut their people, I understand that
alcohol is not discouraged on the boat, and as yon would
meet a stream of traffic, a solid stream, imagine how you
would feel knowing on that narrow, twisting road if someone
could not stay on their side of the line, you have no place
to go.

If you came to this area from the east, down
State Road 156, you will find the road is sliding into the
river. In fact, it has s1id farther than State Road 56.
About a year ago, it was closed because it had become so

dangerous to traffic. I don't know how long it was closed.

I did not go down to look. If you've seen one road, you've
seen 'em all.

Whether the side o¢f gambling that we are on,
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Indiana is either an accomplice, an aCCcessory or a partner

in the gambling exercise. I believe 1it's incumbent,
whichever one that we think Indiana is, to provide the
safest environment for the +travelling public that it

possibly can. That means good planning, good construction,

good maintenance and good patrol. This county only has

slight contrel over the patrol. But you can't remember - -

or can't imagine yourself +travelling up State Road 56

facing that line of traffic, because you'll leave here, but

I1'l1l face it and s50 will the people who live here. Ang

some - - When I think of road defects, I can't help but

thinking of people, because people is what we're talking

about. I know there's lots of money involved, but people

are involved, also.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you, Mr. Scudder.
QUESTION BY JACK THAR: Mr. Scudder, may I ask
you a guestion?
ME. SCUDPDPER: Yes.
QUESTION BY JACK THAR: Based upon your personal
experiences, let's assume a minimum of fifteen
hundred cars additional per day, Monday through
Friday at noon, and five thousand additional

vehicles Friday at noon through Sunday, what's

your personal opinion of the three roads you've

mentioned being able to handle that type of
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MR. SCUDDER: It would be impossible for them to
handle them safely. I'm on the Sheriff's Merit

Board and I know that they are asking for an

increase in patrol personnel. If they have
anything like that much traffic, all those people
will be deoing is answering calls. They will not
be doing patrol work. I made the schedule at the
post for years. I have some expertlise in how
many people it takes to patrol roads and I don't
believe in any way, shape nor form, without major
overhaul these roads can handle that traffic with
any degree, let alone a reasonable degree of
safety.

JACK THAR: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Anybody else? Thank you.

Carclyn J. Miller? Welcome,

CAROLYN J. MILLER: Thank you. I welcome you all
to Switzerland County, especially to Vevay, Indiana, and
the OGgle Haus. You've heard the statistics and I don't
have alot of statistics for you and I'm no prefessional in
the area of statistics. I have a few that I've read, but
I want to tell you that I'm a mother and I'm a grandmother
and I am a concerned citizen of Switzerland County.

The gambling referendum here passed by only one
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hundred sixty-seven votes and I want to make that into your
minds, a hundred sixty-seven votes, and the issue has been

a very divisive thing in our county. Being a very small

place, everybody knows everyone else's business and

everyone else's relative and everything that goes with ift,

and this issue has caused a division between co-workers and

friends and family members being very divided on the issue.

And I'm especially concerned over the families in our area.
We Jjust heard it said by Mr. Goble that possibly this
gambling opportunity may help marriages in the area, but
it's the first thing I've ever considered that gambling

might help marriages. In fact, the statistics that I've

read might prove otherwise,

And we do have the opportunity for Jjobs.

Unfortunately for us, they're moving across the river.

There are factories opening up over there. There's a great

opportunity to go up to the dam, cross over and get Jjobs,

and this is becoming a bedroom community. But we'd like to
see some industry appropriate for ocur community to move in

here. We'd 1like for that revenue to come back to our

state.
Now, the gamblers that were moving in our area

said, "Look at Tunica, Mississippi, because we can do for

you what we did for Tunica." 80 my husband and I travelled

down there. The day that we were there a young man had
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been killed in a car accident that they had not determined

whether or not it was caused by the traffic, due to the

Increased traffic due to gambling. But he had died. They

did have his funeral there. But afterwards, we gquestioned

as many people as we could, a cross-section of the
community, librarians, teachers, police perscns, and we
were really disturbed to f£ind out that some of the teachers
in the area supplement their income by working at the
casinos in the summertime. To us, that seemed
inappropriate. And in fact, in our own school system, some
of our teachers are either supporting and/or promoting
gambling, which also seems inappropriate to me. I guess
what I'm trying to say is, I'm concerned over the influence
that our role models have on our families, our children,
everyone from our own teachers, our 4-H leaders, attitudes
about Michael Jordan, and he's a hero among our teens, and
his well-publicized gambling affairs, that all bothers me.

Now, here's a statistic for you. Ken Hunter, who
is the Chief Postal Inspector of the United States Post
Office, while discussing embezzlement among postal
employees, had this to say: He said, "There's three main

C's", he calls it, "that are behind the embezzling these

days in the post cffice, the three top reasons, cone is the
C of chance, one is the C of chemicals, and cne is the C of

vredit, and the C of chance is the one that's the fastest
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growing." In other words, gambling is the fastest growing

reason bhehind embezzlement.
Now, teens are gambling and why - -

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Excuse me, Mrs. Miller.
Excuse me just a minute.

MRS. MILLER: Yes, uh-huh,

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Mr. (indiscernible), would you

ask those people to be guiet, please? I'm sorry

to interrupt you, but, uh -
MRES. MILLER: No problem.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.
MRS. MILLER: HNow, we wonder about teens gambling

and I wonder, also, and I'm sure not all of it's done 1in

rasinos, 'cause how can they get in? And floating boats

looks like to me they'd be less apt to get in, but it is a

proven fact that in areas where there is gambling, it seems

that, maybe because it i1s the accepted thing, teens also

are doing the same thing. Now, I did find that forty-six

percent of teens mention some form of borrowing in

cannection with gambling. 2.4 percent have borrowed from
their wunsuspecting bosses. I'm sure they have the
intention to pay it back, but it doesn't usually happen

that way. Teens are twice more apt to become problem
gamblers than adults are and ninety-six percent of all of

our adult problem gamblers began gambling as a teen. In
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Illinois, six to eight percent of thelr teenagers are now

problem gamblers.,
S0, I guess what I'd like to say to remind you is

that this referendum passed by a hundred and sixty-seven

votes. We don't need these potential problems 1in our
community and we don't need the boat in 8witzerland County.
Thank you.

CHAIEMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. Okay. Andy Sims

has asked to be moved up on our agenda. Is he

present at the present time?

ANDY SIMS: Are we going to have a break or
anything like that?

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Beg your pardon?

ANDY S8IMS: 1Is there not going to be a break or
anything?

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: No, we're going straight

through.

ANDY SIMS: 0Okay. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak today. I've been opposed from the outset to
gambling 1iIn any form in any county. No referendum or
legislative act can make gambling the right thing to dc.
It is morally and ethically wrong to risk the welfare of
gamblers, their families and our communities for the sake
of raising revenue. We pan pretend that those negatives

won't he so bad or the money iIs too good to pass up, but
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But that's not why we're here today. The

guestion today 1is, what counties should be granted a

gambling license. It's not about Jjobs or downtown

development or even revenue sharing. Every county has

those same hopes and dreams. But if that boat is misplaced

and does more harm than good, there will be no revenues.

In your discretion is the choice.
Ohio County is not prepared to absorb the influx

of multi-million dollar complex and it's demands upon our

resources, clity services and self-government. I'm not

afraid of change, but offering an industry that's laced

with corruption and built upon deceit uncontested power

over our small town is frightening. Let me give you four

examples of how this imbalance of power poses a real threat
to Rising Sun.

First, it's going to drain our resocurces. Qur
electric, water and sewage are all maxxed out now. The
schools need to expand to cover increased enrollment. That
proves, number one, that our town is not dead, like we've
been lead to believe in order to scare us into accepting
gambling, but it also shows that years of planning and

construction are necessary before we can handle significant
growth without jeopardizing our community. I used to live

in a town that developed too quickly, and so every other
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weekend in the summer we had no water at our home.

Expansion of the water supply took years. Will gambling

companies promise to delay operations until these issues

are resolved? No, that problem is our's and we aren't

going to solve 1t overnight.

Second, more than half of our entire county will
be owned by one corporation . . . half. The assessed
value of Ohio County is twenty-one million, four hundred
and fifty thousand dollars. The proposed gambling projects
will have an assessed value of over twenty-six million
dollars. That's not fitting in; it's taking over. Will
the concerns of a typical homeowner be given a fair
hearing?

What 1leverage will we have if they don't keep
thelr promises? Last month, our city leaders tried to play
hardball with one of the gambling companies over some
unresolved lawsuits. Nice try, buit we were out of our
league. In less than a month, we backed down.

Their only goal is to make money. IL is a
business. But a city isn't supposed to be just buildings
or boats or bottom lines. It's people. And if one
corporation can cast it's shadow over an entire county, the
people will be the cnes that are left in the dark.

Third, the volce of ocur small town will be hard

to hear. The referendum over gambling was supposed to be
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to let the counties decide, yet the gambling companies

spent over sixty thousand dollars on that election,

compared to about two thousand raised by the opposition

from within the county. They've hired P.R. firms to coach

their speakers for this hearing and others. There's no

telling how much they would be willing to spend to lobby

for their issues in Indianapolis. Do you really think the

volce of Ohio County is being heard?

Tomorrow you're going to sSee one gambling

company's billboard that stood in flagrant violation of our

zoning code for two years. Today they got a temporary

permit, not to please us, but to impress you for tomorrow.

Funds for road work keep getting diverted for

more important locations we're told. We don't seem to be

big enough to gel anyone's attentlon, but suddenly you are

interested in us? We're small, but we're not foolish,

We're being used.

Finally, our town's population on any given day
will double or even triple. You can only imagine how
overcrowded our town of just twenty-five hundred people
will be. It's a numbers game. The negative impact is
multiplied because we are so small to begin with. What

happens when crime, compulsive gambling, drunk driving,
emergency and welfare assistance, family counselling,

traffic and safety issues are tripled or even worse in our
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small county? And inconvenience to larger towns 1s a

crisis for us. Common senszse tells you the smallest county
in Indiana can't handle this influx. Ohio County is the

wrong choice.
Let me end by saying, I believed in Rising Sun

First before there were T-shirts. They've got the wrong
name. For them, gambling is first, but if Rising Sun is
forced to compete against a malti-million dollar
corporation 1t will end up getting second best. Please
don't let them sell our town's guaint riverfront character.
We're a great 1little town; we're not a gambling town.
Thank vyou.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. I probably should
have announced to the group that we have switched
from Switzerland County, which, of course, up
here we all have agendas and understand what's
happening, but for the audience, we have switched
from Switzerland County to Ohio County, and Mr.
ims had to be put forward because he had an
emergency type situation.
MR. SIMS: I appreciate your flexibility.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay.
QUESTION BY DAVID ROS5: Mr. Sims, what is your
position at Rising Sun?

MR. SIMS: I'm the minister of the Rising Sun
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Church of Christ there.

MR. R0OSS5: Thank you.
MR. SIMS: Other gquestions? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. I guess I should

thank the people who made the presentations fozx

Switzerland Counly. It was most informative and
we certalnly appreciate your coming down, because
without that kind of input, we really don't get
the flavor of the situation and we do thank you.

And so we'll move on now to Ohio County, which I

should have announced before, and the rest of the

people who will be on our agenda this morning are
concerned with Ohio County. Debbie Foutty? I'm
sorry to have pushed you down from the first
position, but, uh - -

DEBEBIE FOUTTY: That's fine. That's fine.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Reverend 8Sims said he had
something.

DEBBIE FOUTTY: We spoke out there and that was
absolutely fine.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay.

DEEBIE FOUTTY: Good morning.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Welcome.
DEBBIE FOUTTY: My name is Debbie Foutty. I have

to admit, I'm a little nervous with this today. I'm not a
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public speaker. But I am here to talk to you today about

4 topic that's very important to me and very important to

our community. I'd like to focus on Rising Sun First and

how a riverboat project will help us to redevelop Main'

Street businesses. I'm a mother of four young children, a
member of the local school beoard, and Assistant Manager of
the Madison Bank and Trust Company in downtown Rising Sun.
I've been with the bank for fourteen years. In that
regard, I'm cne of the luckiest people in town, since I
don't have to leave to work at my Jjob. Most people who
live in Ohio County have to go elsewhere to work. We're
heoping a riverboat and it's accompanying destination resort
will help us to change that. In my spare time, I'm the
president of the group of people known as Rising Sun First.
You may have noticed one or two of us in the audience
today. You may have seen us at past Indiana Gaming
Commission meetings. We've done alot of listening so far,
but today's our chance to tell you about our city and what
we know to be a wonderful economic development opportunity.
Rising Sun First is an organization that consists
of people from our city and county and counties around us.
We have members from both major political parties and
probably & few minor parties, from different economic
levels and all kinds of occupations. Originally we were

just a group of people who kept each other informed abeout
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the riverboat issue, but the more we learned about the

possibilities for Rising Sun, the more we became enthused.

It's an amazing thing when people in a community begin to

work together. Many of us worked to help pass the

riverboat referendum in Ohio County and I'm proud to say
cgur county had the highest percentage turnout in the state
and the best percentage of victory on the Ohio River.

After the referendum we recognized that we still had much
to learn about the project and that there was a strong need
education, both in the area and

for ongoing public

throughout the state. Most people in Indiana don't Know

about Rising Sun. In fact, 1 would bet that many on the
Commission and staff didn't know about Rising Sun at first.

530 we decided to formalize our organization as a means of

raising our profile and public awareness.

The group's name came naturally, 1in that Rising
Sun was the first to formally reguest a referendum after
the General Assembly passed the riverboat law and given the
fact that we firmly believe our project can and will be the
first to be up and running. The effort has mobilized the
whole community. Rising Sun First has grown to include

more than four hundred people from all over Southeast

Indiana.

Qur first big project as an organization was to

start a letter writing campaign - you may have seen a few
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To 1learn more about riverboat's affects on

communities the group has taken the initiative to visit

other existing sites. Those visits have helped us to find

both what we want and what we don't want from the
development. We want to make sure this development
reflects our goals for the community. For example, the
project needs to be tied into the community in a way that
ties 1t in with the city's tradition and potential, as
opposed to it being an isolated site. We want to make sure
the project contributes value to Rising Sun that would last
beyond the 1life of the riverboat, building what we believe
will be a viable new industry for Southeastern Indiana,

tourism.

We're not trying to turn Rising Sun into Las
Vegas or Atlantic City. 1In truth, I don't know anyone here
who would want that. 1f s0l1id guidelines and controls are
put in place from the beginning, we believe that riverboats
can and will serve as a development tool to help this city
succeed.

If this «city and the new 1riverboat and

destination rescrt are to succeed, the project must

contribute to the redevelopment of our downtown,
particularly Main Street. As I mentioned earlier, I work

at the bank on Main &treet in Rising 8un. Also, my
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husband has a photography business that's located on Main

Street. We have a particular interest in seeing the

downtown revitalized.

Rising Sun used toc be a center of commerce and

industry, 1largely because of the Ohic River. As river

traffic declined - the new roads and railroads passed us

by - those businesses left. With them went jobs and the

economic vitality of the town. We've watched far too many

buildings deteriorate into disuse over the years. While

fewer people came downtown, businesses c¢losed and down

spiral continues unabated.

Main Street is the heart of the ¢ity. For that
reason, 1t is wvital that the riverboat development be

situated so0 as to keep our downtown healthy. Rising Sun

has structured all reguirement for the gaming companies in
a way that will ensure that the benefits of this
development extend beyond the gaming facility itself. We
envisien an amphitheater entertainment center at the foot
uf Main Street with fregquent trolley service connecting the
gaming resort and downtown area. Whichever gaming company
is licensed in Rising Sun will contribute a substantial
amount of funding that will be used to refurbish Main
Street businesses. Again, let me emphasize that we have no

intention of turning our city intoc a glitzy, neon

splattered gambling mecca.
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All of our research indicates that a destination

resort three blocks from downtown will help us build a

s0lid base of tourism, With the many commercial
opportunities that will accompany this influx of people we

will revitalize Rising Sun and Uhic County. We have a nice
city, but we need to keep the city alive. We hope you will
share our wision, When you make the decision on licensing
riverboats for Southeast Indiana, please remember Rising
Sun First. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. Any questions?
Ckay. Thank you very much. I guess 1 should
reiterate for those who may have come in later
and who are going to be speakers that we have
this system. You have five minutes to speak and
we are trying to hold to that. When you get down
to where you only have one minute left, we have
a yellow card that comes up - - and the ladies
down at this end of the table are the ones with
the flash cards. When you're clear out of time,
you'll get a red, and at that point in time I'd
certainly appreciate you +£finishing up and
concluding it, because it will keep us so that we
can hear all of the people that want to address.
Okay. Mr. Dorrell, is that correct?

JIM DORRELL: My name is Jim Dorrell. I'm from
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Rising B8Sun, Indiana. Mr. Chairman, Members of the

Committee and staff, thank you for this opportunity to

speak on a project that is very important to me and to the

voters of Ohio County. I have lived in Ohio County for

sighty-five years. I have taught schoeol for thirty-five
years, retiring in 1974. I have been a member of the

Rotary Club for forty years. 1 have been a member of the

Masonic Lodge for over fifty years. I have been very

active in community affairs, President of the Ohio County

Historical Society for the 1last twenty years, County
Historian, published four books on Ohio County and donated

the proceeds to the Ohio County Historleal society. With

this background, I feel that I am famlliar with ahio
County, it's past, it's present, it’'s ups, §it's downs and
it's needs.

Ohio County is strictly a bedroom community. Any
but due

prosperity we enjoy is not because of local jobs,

to those people working in other areas. Many of those

people have expressed a desire to have the opportunity to
work 1in their own community and opportunities for their
children when they grow up. Years ago local industry saw
this problem, 1local industry and agriculture. Today we
have no industry. Today we have less than ten full-time

farmers in Ohio County. We need Jjobs of all sorts. We

need professional jobs. We need Jobs for those people that
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are skilled workers. We need jobs for those people with

minimal skills.
Point two, Rising Sun High School has always had

a high percentage of graduates albtending college. Today we

have five people in Rising 8Sun who have graduated from the
Rising Sun High Schooeol and college and returned to Rising
Sun for a livelihood. ‘Where are the rest of those people?
This year seventy-~four students will graduate from the
Rising Sun High School. S8ixty percent will go to college
or schools of higher learning. That leaves forty percent
tur employment in Rising Sun or thirty students. We have
the IGA Grocery, we have the Dairy Queen and we have Jack's
Festaurant.

Point three, the community needs revenue for it's
schools, for it's fire department, for it's emergency unit,
for it's recads, for it's streets, for it's sidewalks. The
high scheol building is thirty-six years old and we will be
needing a new high school building in a short time.

I am looking beyond this project for additional
aid te Ohioc County. I am looking for tourism, housing
development, industry, new businesses. In fact, I am
looking for every empty building on Main Street to be
occupied by a successful and growing business. This
revitalization project for Rising Sun, Ohio County, will

niet only benefit our area, but will benefit the surrounding
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Let me make this clear, perfectly clear, I have
nothing to gain. Others will have the opportunities for

themselves and their families and their children, even

maybe some of our lost talent will return to Rising Sun.

For over a hundred and fifty years the river brought us

prosperity, Jjobs, pruyress. Maybe that river will do that

again.

In closing, I'm eighty-five years of age.
Chances are I won't be around to see this project ended.
Unless I happen to get hit with a golfball I expect to be
around here, but I would like to be around here to see this

project adopted. I want to see our communlty and area a

beehive of activity, not a Rip Van Winkle retrxeat. Thank

you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. Uh, Fred Ross?

VICE-CHAIRMAN BOCHNOWSKI: You can go ahead.

FRED ROSS5: Okay. Thank you for allowing me this
opportunity to present my thoughts to you this morning. My
name is Fred Ross. I've lived in Rising Sun, Ohio County,
for twenty-three vyears. I'm here today as a private
citizen and recent past mayor ot the City of Rising Sun.

I understand, as former mayor, how important it
is for the city to provide for the health and safety of

it's citizens and how vital it is to constantly try to
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create economic and employment opportunities in the

community. I would iike to talk to you about the economic

and employment opportunities that would be created by

placing a riverhoat gaming development in Rising Sun. In

particular, I would like to begin by telling you a little
bit about how we've prepared for this project.

As the legislature made riverboats a reality in
Indiana, citizens in Rising BSun recognized what a
tremendous opportunity such a development would create for
the Ohio County area and began work to make it a reality in
our own community. Rising Sun put together a task force to
analyze the issues involved and to ensure an orderly and
informative public process would help the city and county
prepare. Rising Sun was the {first site to seek a

referendum. It passed the highest winning percentage of

any Ohio River county. Qur community and county came
together in many ways. Rising Sun First - you may have
noticed them upon occasion - became active in maintaining
public support. 2 redevelopment committee was formed to
make necessary plans for the project. Zoning, planning,
revenue distribution, license and regulation all have been
thoroughly discussed in open city-county forums. In the
course of our preparations, we put together a vision plan
for the city. The plan, assembled after input from

citizens throughout the county, has been invaluable in
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making sure that we are ready for this development. Rising

Sun has been doing and will continue to do our homework.

This economic development project is vital for Southeast

Indiana, the scope of the development being a true

destination resort complex, the way it integrates with

downtown creating opportunities for new businesses and it's

potential for employment opportunities will create a

project that will outlast the advent of competition from

surrounding states. This project will help us bring in an

industry that can benefit all of scutheast Indiana

tourism.

Since the beginning of the riverboat process we
have faced many obstacles, both perceived and real. In
each case we have met thewm head on. The latest issue is

S5tate Road 56. Can it handle the traffic volume sately?

Three traffic engineering firms and the Indiana Department

of Transportation say it can, but our community leaders

decided to look into an upgrade and found that the state
does not have any plans, so we hegan to explore methods of
doing it ourselves. In a meeting with the Indiana
Department .of: Transportation officials it was found the
process could be cut from five years to one if Rising Sun

takes the lead. Indlana Department of Transportation's

estimate estimate that for appreximately three hundred

thousand dollars for mile, the road can be brought up to R~
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3 standards. Our community leaders are committed; whatever

it takes to raise this money and get this job done, we will
do it. It will be the top priority for us.

As a former mayor of Rising Sun, I can fully

understand our four county area's needs. We need jobs and
economic opportunity. We all need to upgrade our
infrastructure. We need to prepare for the future.
Luckily, we are blessed with a tremendous group of people
who have pulled together as a team to meet those needs. We
are getting rcuady for the future and we hope that the
future will include downtown redevelopment, tourism,
heightened commercial and recreational opportunities, and
yes, ladies and gentlemen, a riverboat development.

Based on our initial studies that have been done
and based on other studies, analysis and current and future
needs and capabilities, this economic development project
fils our needs and furthers the goals of the State of
Indiana, the southeast portion of the state and the
citizens of Rising Sun and Ohio County. And I thank you
again for your time and your attention. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

QUESTION BY ROBERT SUNDWICK: Excuse me. Do you
have - - What 1is the length of this road

between Aurora and Rising Sun?

FRED ROSS5: About approximately nine miles,
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QUESTION BY ROBERT SUNDWICK: S0 56 has a nine

mile stretch on this map?

FRED ROS8S5: Well, yes, but now from the county
line, from the Chio County line to Rising Sun is

seven miles approximately.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Any other guestions? Thank

you. DBob White? Good morning.

ROBERT WHITE: Good morning. First I1'd like to

thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. My

name is Robert White. Though this 1is a hearing for

riverboat gaming, I view this as a hearing about the

survival of the City of Rising Sun and Ohio County, a topic

I care very much about. I come before you today, like many

people in a small town, wearing multiple hats.
As a longtime resident, 1 have 1lived in Ohio
County since 1567, and Southeastern Indiana all my life,.

I care about maintaining the wunigue character and

atmosphere of this community.

As a parent, I care about ensuring that this city
stays a decent place to live and raise a family and 1 care
about making sure our educational system turns out guality
gradualbes with guality economic opportunities right here in

Southeastern Indiana.
As a teacher for the past twenty-seven years and

after twenty-two years of Coaching, I care about the chance
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to broaden our educational opportunities, so that our

students can get more than just the basics. That takes the
sort of funding that we simply deon't have. When the

building needs repairs, when ecguipment breaks down, it's

all we can do to catch up. We can't encourage excellence
that way. Also, I care about seeing that our kids have
good Jjobs after graduation. These days our students
graduate from high school and never return to Ohio County.

As a member of the planning commission and the
zoning beoard cof appeals, I care'about how this city and
county prepare for 1Lhe future. Rising 8un has always
talked about getting new industries and businesses and
we've tried, but this project 1is the most viable
opportunity and offers more promise than anything we've
consldered. I want to make sure that our city has a
future. I want to make sure that we are taking the steps
we need to make that future a reality.

From a business standpueint, we've been slowly
disappearing. From the 1infrastructure standpolnt, the
city's needs are growing while our means of addressing
those needs are shrinking.

30 early on we began evaluating this project in
light of where we, as a city, are right now, where we want
to be and whether this was a viable means of maintaining

aiil improving our situation. We approached this as a
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business decision cautiously, having seen the potential fox

both good and bad affects on other communities.
From the beginning, we formed a redevelopment

commission, whose sole purpose was to guide future growth

and in the 1light of the scale of this project, control

interactions with the gaming company. In fact, the

contract was worked out with the remaining companies

specifically includes the redevelopment committee as an

active participant, in addition to the city and the port
authority. We put together a wvision plan to guide our
efforts. With professional assistance, we held multiple
meetings at our high school gaining input from a wide
variety of Rising Sun, Ohio County residents. Thirty to

fifty people al any yiven time prioritized a 1list of

community concerns and developed solid steps to meet those

needs. We recognize, for example, that our current part-

time government would be inadeguate to deal with a huge
economic development project and made plans to add full-
time positions, including a redevelopment commissioner,
building inspector, tourism director and clerk-treasurer.

We evaluated our utility situation and our needs, both with

and without this project. We examined our community goals

for the project and determined that our development must

mesh with and compliment our efforts to develop tourism and

downtown redevelopment.
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Qur evaluation of this project's suitability

included a study of the potential site situated only three
blocks from downtown Rising Sun. The proposed site, with

a potential of up to four hundred acres, is high out of the

floor plain. 1In fact, it is the highest flat land between
Cincinnati and Evansville. Utilities are adjacent to the
site. The wetland determinaticn map developed by the Soil
Conservation Service does not indicate the presence of any
wetland. The Indiana Natural Heritage Data Base shows no
endangered, threatened or rare species on the site.

From a river safety point of view, the concerns
include shifts in the crest of the Ohio during period of
flooding, strong currents, floating debris and ice. The
first three are associated with spring rains and the latter
with winter. These concerns are alleviated by mooring the
vessel in a backwater harbor off the river ot the depth
adeguate to handle the rise and fall of the Ohio.

Admittedly, 1'm no expert in these matters, but
from what I know and have learned, if there's a better site
location on the Ohlo River, I haven't seen it. As a result
of our steady appreoach to evaluating and preparing for this

project, our zoning and park board commissions have been

reenergized. City and county representatives have been
meeting and cooperating on a regular basis for the past six

months. We are developing a comprehensive plan that
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reflects what we have learned about our city, it's needs

and capabilities. We know that our work is still cut out

for us. As we try to prepare ourselves for this

development and it's affert on our city, so we are

continuing to hold meetings - - we are continuing to hold

meetings on a monthly basis for all concerned citizens in

the community and the county. On the first Sunday of the

month at the Historical Building any and all people are

welcomed to continue the community dialogue. We know that

this development opportunity with it's potential for

redevelopment in Rising Sun and it's potential for opening

up a whole new area of business in this corner of the state

fits with where we want to be in the future. What we've

learned is that we can pull together as a community, and we
have and we will continue to take steps to get ready.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Mr. White, are you - -
ROBERT WHITE: We will be prepared. I feel
confident that Ohio County and the City of Rising Sun can
control this project. As a teacher, I can say we've done
cur homework. Please make Rising Sun first. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay, thank you. 1 have a

guick gquestion. As 1 indicated to the people

from Switzerland County, it's important that you
do have county wide zoning if you get into

situation, because when the Genie gets out of the
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bottlec, you can't put it back.

MR. WHITE: We have both a county board and a
city board.

QUESTICN BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: And they have

jJurisdiction county wide?

MR. WHITE: Both of them have.

QUESTICN BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: So you're

satisfied that you'll be able to control the

development?

MR. WHITE: Very much so.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay.

MR. WHITE: I think the city will have all that -

-~ and the county in their plans next month for

you to see,.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Ckay, well - - I'm more

worried about the people from our standpoint

that's, uh - - Ckay. Anybody else have

anything? Thank you very much. Dick Hastings?

DICK HASTINGS: Good morning, Mr. Chairman - -

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Cood morning.

DICK HASTINGS: - - and members of the Indiana
Gaming Commission. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak with you today. As you Kknow, Mr.
Degnan was scheduled to speak, but due to complications he

was unable to be here. My name is Dick Hastings. I'm from
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Rising Sun, ‘Indiana. I am a member of the Ohio County Port

Authority and a lifelonq resident of Ohio County. I know

the river very well. As a young boy, I had my share of
skinny dipping in the river and for a number of years,
total it twenty, I commercial fished the Ohio River up and
down the banks of Ohio County. ©Our stretch of river has

always been very special, not just to me, but countless

people who live in Rising Sun and Ohio County today.
When this area first settled back in the 1800's,

the river c¢reated a growth surge only surpassed by

Cincinnati in the midwest. Several riverboats were built

in Rising 8un. Tons of grain and produce were shipped out

of Rising Sun for the western and southern ports each year.
That growth abruptly stopped due to wvarious

circumstances, but now Southeastern Indiana has a chance to

totally revitalize itself again due to our river, our site

and Rising Sun's geographic location. Our river 1is wide,

it's deep. It creates opportunity for a true cruise

experience. The river is between eighteen hundred and two

thousand feet wide through the area and pretty much a
straight north and south shot. With the TAnge of a hundred
and fifty feet to five hundred feet, we do not have any

boundary problems with Kentucky that you have seen
elsewhere along the Ohioc River. Our site is the highest

location between Cincinnati and Evansville.
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Geographically, Rising Sun is located ideally to capture a

maximum benefit of Southeast Indiana, as well as for the
State of Indiana. Unlike other locations, Rising Sun is

ideally situated to create a true destination resort

complex. Dearborn, Ripley, and Switzerland County, as well
as oOther southeastern counties will benefit because of
Rising Sun's location, not in spite of it. Back to the
river, all initial studies would indicate that the
location, Rising Sun, Indiana, will be the easiest
permittable sile anywhere along the Ohio River and perhaps
any gaming locale in the state. Primary investigations
indicate that there are no ecological problems,
environmental problems, wetland problems, archaeology
problems, cruise problems - - no problems.

In conclusion, select Rising Sun first because of
it's site advantage, because of 1it's revenue sharing
adv;ntage, offering Switzerluand, Dearborn, Ripley and Ohio
Counties, and the following cities and towns: Vevay,
Patriot, Lawrenceburg, Holton, Osgood, Napoleon, Milan,
Sunman, Aurora, Dillsboro, West Harrison, St. Leon, Moores
Hill, Greendale and, yes, even Lawrenceburg, if for some
reason they can't get a boat. And because of Rising Sun's
vision of a true destination resort complex, our community
is - - our community, with it's comprehensive planning in

all areas, clearly demonstrates Rising Sun is ready, able,
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capable of handling a project of this magnitude benefitting

all citizens and the State of Indiana.

I thank'you and hope you all have a mighty fine

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you and same to you.

Anyone have anything to ask Mr. Hastings? Mr.

Wiesmann?

HOWARD WIESMANN: Mr. Chairman and Members of the

Gaming Commission, my name is Howard Wiesmann. I'm a co-

owner of a business in Ohio County, A & W Milllng,

Incoxrporated. I've been here since 1954. I'm also a

Director of Vevay Deposit Bank, Vevay, for the past twenty-

five years. I've lived in Ohio County for forty-six years.

I've been on Ceounty Council for iwenty-six years and I know

firsthand how hard it is to budget and how to balance a

budget in a small county like DOhio County.
FPerception of Rising 8Sun, I've heard alot of talk

about it's too small, Well, it's not too small. We've got

one of the best sites for riverbecat gaming that there is up

and down the Ohio River. S0 we are - - When this

project came up, the first thing we did is there's got Lo
be alot of planning done and we got together with the - -

the city got together with the county and we formed a task
torce to see what needed to be done and from the city's

vision plan, we decided some of the things that we had to
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do, that we couldn't just go into this and not plan and

know what we was gonna do with the revenues that would

possibly come in from the riverboat gaming.

And when this thing came about, the assessed

valuation of Ohio County was nineteen to twenty million
dollars, with less than a million dollar general fund.

That's not much money to work with. Granted, we are
growing. It's a little larger now than it was then. But
I served on that task force and we looked at the wvision
plans that the city had created, listened to the concerns
which the citizens had expressed in monthly community
meetings and looked down the road for what the city and
county would need immediately and long term, as well. The
needs we identified was many. But one, alot of cities and
counties can't work together, but I can tell you that Ohio
County and the City of Rising Sun work very well together.

2o after looking at the wvision plan, we decided that we
needed to use forty percent of the boarding fees, etcetera,
for infrastructure to build and expand and maintain. We
also recognized that without riverboat gaming some of these
things that we're talking about that we're going to have to
do because of it would have to be done anyway and you've
got a hard time deoing it on the type of budget that Ohio
County has been operating on. But forty percent for

infrastructure, ten percent for schools, one percent for
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library, four percent to the city, county positions that

would be expanded or added, ten percent to law enforcement,

one percent for fire protection and life squad, and twenty-

three percent for contingency. I've been around a long

time to know that you just don't spend every buck that

comes in; you've got to prepare for contingencies. The

people that was on this task force was two from the county,

two from the city and one from the school. And we worked

this formulation out and think that it is one that will

work.

Also, when you talk about law enforcing, we don't

have a Jjail in Chio County. Someday we may be forced to

have another jail. We had one many years ago and it

wouldn't come up to state standards and so we closed it.

As you can sSee, as I told you, I've got close

ties to Vevay, because I'm director of the bank and I've
got very close ties to Ohio County, because I'm a County

Councilman. I know aloct of friends and relatives that live

iln Dearborn County. I'm not here to tell you why you
shouldn't give it to 8gwitzerland County or why you
shouldn't give it to Dearborn, but I'm here to tell you why
Ohio County deserves to get it.

I'm not a gambler by nature. When I first heard

about the possibility of riverboats, I thought, no way, we

don't need that in Ohio County, but after I learned more
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about it - - learned more about what we are doing to get

ready for it and met some people involved, I changed my
mind entirely. I'm looking at this for the future and I

don't for a minute presume to be able to predict that

future, but I can tell you this about the future: we're
ready, working to get ready - - we're already working to
get ready for this project in Ohio County. Here's what I
czan tell you about Rising Sun and Ohio County: we care,
we're accountable, we're honest, we're hardworking, we're
ready for a riverboat project. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. Any guestions?

Ckay. We have Tom McKay.

TOM McKAY: Good morning.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Good morning.

TOM McKAY: My name is Tom McKay and first I'd
like to thank you for giving me this opportunity to come to

you with my comments in support of this issuance. I'm

currently the Chief of Police in Rising Sun. I was born a
resident of this county, grew up and went to school here.

I graduated from the school across the street in 1970,
which incidentally was about the time that Sheriff Johnson
was scouring this county looking for those contacts he had
to have. {Laughter) But I've been a resident of Ohio
County now for about ten years. I have a wife and two

sSOoNns. I was employed by the Rising Sun Police Department
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in 1987 and have been the Chief of Police since September

of "93.
In asking for this opportunity today, I wrote the

Commission and asked to express my views from a law

enforcement perspective. Ohio County is the smallest in

the state, both in size and population, with an area of

about ninety square miles and a population, according to

the last census, of approximately fifty-four hundred

people.

At present, we have fifteen 1law enforcement
officers 1living in the county: our sheriff and four
deputies; myself and four police officers; two Indiana

State Troopers; and three Indiana Conservation Officers.

Both the Ohio County S8Sheriff's Department and the Rising
Sun Police Department have recently added an officer due to
the help of the crime bill and the money that's been added
through that and we're instituting community policing.

On per capita basis, we have a law enforcement
officer for about every three hundred and sixty persons in
our county. From my perspective as the chief of police, I
believe that initial influx of traffic related problems

that might occur during the construction phase of any

proposed project that we would be ready and able to accept
this challenge, maybe a little bit better than some of the

neighboring communities. Dearborn County has a population
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ol nearly forty thousand people and approximately sixty law

enforcement officers for a per capita of about one to six
hundred and seventy persons. Switzerland County has a

population of about seven thousand persons and I believe

ten law enforcement officers for about a one to seven
hundred ratio. With the proposed project site for this
county being up the river and cutside the town of Vevay,
this would limit the effective assistance abilities of the
Vevay Police Department.

Since January, I1've been participating in Jjoint
meetings held each month of a group of city and county
leaders and at these meetings we have talked at length
about issues which will have an impact upon each of our
respective departments, organizations and daily lives of
our citizens in an attempt to be more prepared to meet the
challenges of Lhe gaming project here.

As part of this project, myself and Chief Deputy
Rodney Rimstidt of the Ohic County B8heriff's Department
drove to Metropolis, Illincis, to see for ourselves what
changes we might expect - - and Metropolis is a small
town, somewhat like Rising Sun, a little larger, but with
many of the same characteristics. While we were there, we
spoke with the Police Chief, the Sheriff of the county, the
Chief of Security for the gaming company, and spent several

hours riding with Metropeclis police officers on routine
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patrol. During this time on patrol, the only call we got

was a loud music call in an apartment complex. We were
assured by these enforcement officials that while they had

seen s5o0me 1increase in traffic related problems, criminal

activity had shown no marked increase. We saw nho long

lines of traffic, no traffic jams, and, in general, a small

town peaceful atmosphere there.

A recent inhouse study of our Rising Sun Police

Department shows that we have a considerable amount of

routine patrol time, which we could use to commit to

solving any increase in traffic or criminal problems that
might occcur. The criminal problems in the outlying areas
of the county being relatively low, and with nearly half

the population of the county living within the city of

Rising Sun, where the project would be located, we will be

better able to commit increased manpower to the project

area if the need arises.
Rising Sun, Ohio County, has other public safety
agencies, namely fire, EMS and civil defense, which each
have many well trained, dedicated volunteers that give of
themselves on a daily basis in order to make Ohio County

and the City of Rising Sun 'a better place to live and to

raise their families.

Our proposed site, undoubtedly the most beautiful

in the tri-county area, lends itself to the future
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development of other types of economic growth once a gaming

project forms the cornerstone that we can build on.
Within the last two years, the Rising Sun Police

Department and the Chio County Sheriff's Department have

taken steps to work together towards being prepared for the
future. One o¢f these steps was putting both of our
departments into the same building where we'll work closer
together, so that we can meet the needs of the public. And
we have trained three men in child abuse investigations to
deal with domestic problems and we also have added a dual
purpose K-9 for drug interdiction work. I'm confident, as
well as is Sheriff Fancher, that we are prepared to meet
whatever challenges we may face as a result of the gaming
project 1in our county.

I truly believe that Ohio County and the City of
Rising Sun have shown exemplary effort in pulling together
to plan for the future and I ask you, the Indiana Gaming
Commission, to reward our dedication by issuing a gaming
license to Ohio County. Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you, Chief. What's the

population of Dhio County?

MR. McKAY: About fifty-four hundred, according

to the last census.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: OKkay-

QUESTION BY DON VOWELS: I have a guestion,
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Chief. 1If, in fact, Ohio County doesn't receive

a license and the other two counties on the other
side of you do, is there any anticipated source
0of revenue to increase the manpower within your

department to handle any additional problems,

even though this wouldn't be a riverboat county?
MR. McKAY: Not that I'm aware of at this time.
I1f there is, I haven't been made aware of it.
QUESTION BY DON VOWELS: But you would anticipate
additional manpower being necessary if the other
two counties received a riverboat license?

MR. McKAY: I believe it would be, yes.
QUESTION BY JACK THAR: Could I follow up on
that?

DON VOWELS: Yeah, go ahead.

QUESTION BY JACK THAR: If there was a riverboat
on each side of Ohio County, what would you
anticipate the impact on traffic in Ohio County
to be?

MK. McKAY: 1 think we'd have a traffic increase.
I think we might also have an increase in our
population, due to the fact that our cost of

living may be a little lower and, uh, I think

that that might show some increase in some

domestic related problems, due to the fact that
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you have those prcoblems where people live, as

opposed to where they work. And basically, 1

think we would see an increase in most areas over

a period of time.
QUESTION BY CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Has anybody done

any studies that would indicate what the

anticipated traffic increase for Ohio County

would be if they didn't receive a riverboat

license, but the counties on either side did?

MR. McKAY: I'm not sure if there are studies,

specifically, on that. I don't have that

information.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Dkay. Anything further?

Thank you, Chief. Donna Bailey?

DONNA BAILEY: Dear Members of the Gaming
Commission, I am not an employee of a public relaticns
firm, not have I had the training to speak publicly, but I
feel compelled to speak to you today on behalf of hundreds
of mothers and children of Ohio County. I earnestly beg
you not to give Rising Sun a gambling license, for in doing
so you will 1leave a devastation greatly felt by our
children.

We are the smallest county in Indiana, but we are
richer than most, for our children have the freedom to walk

four blocks to the local library with the security of
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getting their safely. They can walk to the riverfront park

and skip stones in the Ohio River without the fear of being
abducted. Many of our school children, even first graders,

walk to school unescorted with the security that they'll

reach their destination without being harmed. Why?

Because we know just about everyone there, I tell you, the

freedom that our children have, the bigger cities can only

wish foz. It cannot be replaced by what proceeds the

gambling company will generate.
The gambling company says that they will give our

poor school money to support education. I tell you now,

our children are already receiving the best of education.

Indianapolis schools, in 1993 and '94 year, grades nine

through twelve, had a dropout rate of forty-three percent.

Rising S8un, during that year, only had a four percent

dropout rate, with fifty-seven percent of our seniors
seeking a post-high school education. Why is our dropout

rate low and our average of students seeking a higher

education? Because they had a chance to grow up and study

in a small school where the teachers are excellent and care
about them. What does our school lack? We have an
excellent sports program of basketball, track, baseball,

golf and we're adding sovcer this fall. We have an
excellent band and music program, ranking right with the

bigger schools in Indiana. Our children are able to take
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many educational field trips during the year. OQur seniors

go on a senior trip, plus they have a prom. Alot of which
bigger cities have a problem doing.

The gambling company says it will bring jobs for

cur children. Do we really want to teach our children to

prey upon the poor? The gambling people would like for us
to believe that only the rich gamble, but statistics show
that it is those people who can't fulfil the needs of their
family that seek the get guick rich scheme. Gambling only
deprives their families. The Jjobs that will be available
will be only service jobs. Those jobs are already easy to
obtain. I would like to encourage our children to reach a
higher level of employment, one that produces a product,
not one that takes from the poor and distributes it to the

more wealthy.

They say they will give more money for our roads,
sewage and law enforcement. All of this will be used to
combat the problems the gambling boat will bring., We don't
need their added problems. Our children don't need to
inherit a guick fix for our needed state and local funding.

I am troublescome reminded of a song that was

popular in the seventies, it went like this: Mothers, tell

your children not to do what I have done, spend their lives
in ruin and misery in the House of the Rising Sun. 1Isn't

it ironic that that song was about a gambling house and you
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are to decide whether Rising Sun can have a gambling

license.
Please, I beg you today, don't let our children

inherit a palr of dice.

I see that I have a few more seconds left and I

would like -~ - the guestion was brought up about our

county zoning and city zoning, how strong it was. Even

though I feel like our county - - they are doing the best

they can, they allowed an illegal billboard to stay up over

That shows that we are not prepared county zoning

a year.

or city zoning wide. I Jjust £feel 1like we can't even

antiripate the problems that we'll have. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Okay. Thank you. Any

guestions? Thank you wvery much. Okay. Mr.

Finley?

WILLIAM J. FINLEY:; 1I'd like to thank the Gaming
Commission and fellow citizens of Indiana and Ohio County
for the opportunity to share some concerns and facts about
legalized gambling.

In preparation for the possibility of riverboat
gambling in Ohio County, Sheriff Eldon Fancher shared with
the Ohio County FOCUS group several weeks agqo that 0hio

County would add one deputy and there would be overlapping
shifts during peak times. Sheriff Fancher said that only

a few more DUl cases are anticipated. 1In addition, it has
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been reported that Rising Sun will add one officer to it's

police force. It is also a fact that Ohio County has no
jail and prisoners are transported to neighboring counties,
sometimes as far away as Scottsbhurg.

Here are some documented statistics on crime rate
increases associated with legalized gambling. The January,
1335, 1issue of the American Family Association Journal
reports that in Hancock County, Mississippi, the crime rate
increased dramatically since gambling opened in 1992.
Hancock County has a population of thirty-four thousand,
roughly the size of Dearborn County, but it offers a valid
comparison of what might be in Ohio County. From the last
half of '93 to the first half of '94, crime increased as
follows in Hancock County, Mississippi. Stolen wvehicles
went from thirteen to thirty-six, for a hundred and eighty-
eight percent increase. Assaults went £from twenty to
fifty-seven, for a hundred and eighty-five percent
increase. Burglaries went from sixty-nine to one hundred
and thirty-seven, for a one hundred percent increase.
Thefts went from seventy-nine to two hundred and fifty-two,
for a two hundred and eighteen percent increase. Vandalism
went from forty to one sixteen, for a one hundred and
ninety percent increase. Child molestation went from three

to thirteen, for a three hundred £fifty-three percent

increase. And last, suicide went from one to ten, for a
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nine hundred percent increase.

Larger metropolitan areas in the United States
show similar crime rate increases,. The May 23rd, 1994,

issue of the Christian Science Monitor reports that in

Atlantic City where planners and politicians thought that

there would be an economic renaissance with the
introduction of 1legalized gambling that the crime rate
tripled. The per capita crime rate went from fiftieth in
the nation before gambling to first after gambling.

Even the gambling mecca of Las Vegas has it's
problems. From 1960 to 1984, for those twenty-four years,
Las Vegas consistently ranked between first and fourth in
per capita crime rate.

Speaking generally, crime rates have increased
significantly in wvirtually every place where 1legalized
gambling, large or small, has been introduced.

Is Ohio County properly prepared adding one
deputy and one Rising Sun city police officer? I think
not. Could Ohio Countians be left partially or totally
unprotected while multiple prisoner transports take place?
I think it's a very realistic possibility. Even 1if Ohio
County crime rate defies statistics and there are only the
tew DUI incidents that Sheriff Fancher anticipates, Route
56, our main transportation 1link to Dearborn County and

Cincinnati, which is already overcrowded, will become more
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crowded with gambling traffic and the new DUIs. How long

will it be before a drunk driver takes the life of an Ohio
Countian? How many lives will be taken?

In addition to crime increase, there are other

problems - - soclological problems associated with
legalized gambling. One is compulsive gambling. Riverboat
officials themselves admit that where gambling is
introduced, four percent of the population will develop a
compulsive gambling problem. This amounts to two hundred
and sixteen Ohio Countians. The American Insurance
Institute estimates that forty percent of all white collar
crime is committed by those with serious gambling problems.
The Christian S8cience Monitor reports that the median debt
of the compulsive gambler ranged from fifty-three thousand
to ninety-three thousand dollars, and this excludes auto
loans and mortgages and other legitimate debt and doesn't
include gambling debt that's already paid off. In New
Jersey alone, compulsive gamblers are accumulating more
than five hundred million dollars of debt - - in debt
yearly. Other studies show that compulsive gamblers have
a suicide rate of five to ten times of other Americans.
This is evidenced by the nine hundred percent increase in
Hancock County, Mississippi.

Who will pay for all of this? Will children go

hungry while some of the two hundred and sixteen rob piggy
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banks and squander paychecks trying to strike it rich?

Chio County children might pay dearly. Even if the

anticipated economic benefits materialize, if only one

child goes hungry or if only one person dies on our roads
as a result of a gambler driving drunk, it's all not worth
it.

I encourage the Gaming Commission to carefully
consider this information when deciding if Ohio County will
be awarded a license. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you.

QUESTION BY DON VOWELS: The statistics that you

had were from what period of time to what period

of time?

MR. FINLEY: Which statistic?

QUESTION BY LON VOWELS: Hancock County.

MR. FINLEY: Hancock County was fromt he fall of

1993, the 1last half of '93, through the first

half of '94 and gambling was instituted and

opened in 1992, in the fall of '392.

QUESTION BY DON VOWELS: So the increase was

between '93 - - the fall of '93 and '94°7

MR. FINLEY: No, sir. The increase was the last

half of '93 to the first half of '94.

QUESTION BY DON VOWELS: Do you have statistics

for prior to when the gaming began?
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MR. FINLEY: No, I don't have those. Those

weren't available.

QUESTION BY DON VOWELS: And where were those

statistiecs - - what was the source of those

statistics?

MR. FINLEY: It was the American Family

Association Journal. They're from Tupelo,

Mississippi.

DON VOWELS: &Alright, that's all. Thanks.

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Anything else? Thank you.

Matthew L. McKinley?

MATTHEW McKINLEY: Good afternoon - - or good
morning. I am Matthew McKinley. I'm sixteen,. I'm from
Rising Sun and I live at 703 Main Street and I was asked by
the FOCUS group to come and speak from a viewpoint of a
teenager.

Being a teen, [ look at Ohio County, a very poor
county, with a population of around £five thousand, and
looked at my files at the Christian Outreach Free Store and
see some two hundred plus needing food, clothes, furniture,
etcetera, and I 1looked at the compulsive gambling
statistics. Ninety-six percent of an estimated ten million
compulsive gamblers started before reaching the legal

betting age. Who suffers over the years? Their families.

First of all, I think of compulsive gambling as
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a sickness, gambling being the drug that causes the

sickness. In the past year in Atlantic City, more teens

that were not even legally allowed to gamble were affected
by this drug than the entire adult population there in

1574. That scares me very much. I mean, look at these

statistics and think, all these teens are gambling their
money away, and then think, they are this county's future
and how worse it will become if gambling boats are placed
in Ohio County. As for adults, well, unless you're really
lucky, you usually don't gain much more than you throw
away. I also feel that many more families will be affected
greatly by this.

When the vote was made in Ohio County, a very
close friend came up to me crying and when I asked what was
wrong she told me that her parents had gotten in a huge
argument over gambling, whether it was right or wrong. She
told me that after the fight, they split up and they were
probably going to get a divorce and at this time they are
separated. Another friend said that their family get-
together ended with a huge fight and several walked out.
So gambling only adds to the problem of breaking up homes.
Do you want to break up families and, most of all, do you
think God wants you to break up families? There's a verse
in the Bible that says: If you know the good you ought to

do and don't do it, it's a sin. If you know you shouldn't
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do something and do it, it's also a sin. What would Ged
do in this situation?

Finally, 1last summer I went to a Christian

convention and I decided to give my life to the vocational

ministry and about three months ago I decided what better
time to start and helped start a Bible study. We met two
times a week. After we got - - We met every day for a
couple weeks and then we started meeting two times a week
and we had about twenty with us and that was great
considering coming to a school where God isn't supported to
it's potential. But as our Bible study locks at the issue
of riverboat gambling, we feel even though in the world the
majority may rule, in God's eyes it may not be the right
thing to do and who comes first, God or the majority? I
hope this temptation doesn't come for me and my friends'
sake. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: Thank you. I guess we have
come to the end of our agenda. I want to thank
thoze people who came from Ohic County. As 1
said about the pecople from Switzerland County,
it's been most informative and we're happy that
we were able toc receive the information this
morning. So thank you all for coming. I
appreciate it very much. And we will now adjourn

until one o'clock, at which time we will start
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the agenda for the Dearborn County group. Thank

you all,.
{Lunch break}

CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: We'll come back to order and
proceed with our agenda. Before we start in,

however, Mr. Thar, Executive Director, has the
late word from Indianapolis and from the
Legislature. Jack?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR THAR: Thank you. I need to
correct the records for my error this morning.
I'd indicated that Senate Bill 572, which is on
the Governor's desk, followed them by House Bill
1722, were the same on the cruising issue. The
last report I have is that they are in conflict
on the cruising issue, but I've been unable to
confirm that, so at this point in time, I'd
simply like the record to reflect that both bills
are on the Governor's desk, exactly what's in
1722, we're not sure right now. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN KINEMAN: As 1 said Dbefore, the
Legislature in their wisdom . . . (laughter) We
are now going to take up from the presentations
from those persons who contacted us concerning
Dearborn County and I'd like to turn the gavel -

— and I don't physically have one - - over to







